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CAMP DACHAU, GEE 


5 July 1946. 


WORN ING SESS ION 
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours.) 
PRESIDENT: ‘Take seats. Tho Court will come to order. 
PROSECUTION: Let the record show that ail members of the 
Court, all members of the Prosecution, all members of the Dsfonse 
with the exception of Lt. Col. Dwinnel, Lt. Wahler, Mr. Walters and 
Dr. Pfister, who are absent on business of the Defense, ail of the 
defendants, md the reporter, are presente 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witness, 
Oskar Gutmann. Dr. Hertkorn, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct 
the direct examination. 
OSKAR GUTMANN, called as a witness for the Defense, was 
sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows: 
DIRECT SXAMINATION 
QUISTIONS BY DEFENSE COWWSEL (Dr. Hertkorn): 
Q State your full name to the court, please? 
Gutmann, Oskar. 
When were you born? 
Third of August, 1926. 
Are you an accused? 
Noe 
Are you a prisoner of wart 
Yo. 
Where? Where are you now in custody? 
Camp 3. 
What military mit di you belong to during the Zifel 
offensive in December 19447 
A gnd Company, lst Panzer Regiment, Liebstandarte 
8S Adolpf Hitler. 


Q Who was your pletoon leader? 


(Gutmann - direct) 2758 





2nd Lt. Kaufman. 
Do you remember December 19447 Did you on that day 
take part in the fighting at the Stoumon+ railroad station? 
A Yes. 
Q What tank did you drive thon? 
A Set. Kreuger's. 


And at what place in the compand did that tank pro- 


“hen Tech. Sgt. Roepeter's tank was Imocked out at 
road station, Set. Krueger took over the point. 
Q Now how far beyond the Stoumont railroad station did 
you proceed in a westerly direction? 
A About four humdred meters. 
Q Were you fired upon by the enemy there? 


A Yes, we were fired upon from the front, from the right, 


and from the left. 


Q What kind of fire was that? 


A It was tank fire, tmk destroyer fire, and heavy 


machine gun fire. 


Q Did you see any A™erican soldiers standing on the right 
or left side of the road who were passing through? 
4 No. 
Q For how long a time did you take part in the fighting 
at the Stounont Railroad station? 
A Until about three o'clock. Iwas then woinded. 
2 Where did you go then? 
To the main aid station. 
Where vas that? 
In tho castle. 
Next to what tom was that castle locatedt 


I can't renember that. 


(Gutmann - direct) 
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‘as it next to Stounont or next to LaGleize? 

LaGleize. 

re any German wounded there? 

Noe There were “moricans there and American medics. 

Did you observe how the American wounded, or American 
medics were treated? 

A No. 

vere you together with them in one room? 

A The medics vere treating us there. 

Q That is not my question. Vere you in the same room 
with tho American wounded? 

A There were none in the room which ye were lying in. 

Q Do you remenber the 24th of December when the American 
troops re-entered LaGleize? 

A Yess 

Q Did you there see whether American wounded who had 
been in LaGleize until thon were turned over to the Americans? 

4 Yos. 

DEFENS® COUNSEL: You may cross examine. 

PROSECUTION (CApt. Shumacker): No cross oxanination. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparent ly 
none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 
the court room). 

DEFENSE COINSEL: Tho Defense recails as its next wit- 
ness Oskar Trott. Capt. Narvid, on behalf of the defense, will con- 
duct the /Aireot examination. 

OSKAR TROTT, recalled as a witness for the Defense, having 
been previously sworn, testified further through an interpreter as 
follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capt. Narvid): 

Q FRESIDENT: Will you remind the witness that he is 

(Gutmanr-red ire ot) 2160 





still wmder oath? 
PROSCUTION: The witness is reminded that he ig still 
under oathe 


Q Are you the same Oskar Trott that previously testified in 


this trial? 


Q In what organization of the company, of tho platoon 
vere you during the Eifel offensive’ 
A ipelonged to the third Panser company, lst Panzer Pioneer 
mpany, lst platoon, I4ebstandarte. 
What kind of vehicle did you drive in? 
A I was driving in the vehicle of Sgt. Dickstra. 
Q Do you recall the date, approximate time, when you ar- 
rived in Stoumont? 
A Yese At nine AsMe, on the 19the 
Q You participated in the battle for Stoumont? 
Yess 


hat time did this battle conmencet 


Toes rea! 


Q 
A It must have started about eight o'clock. 
Q 


During the course of your stay in Stoumont did you have 


any occasion to soe prisoners of var? 


A Yese 


there? 


Where did you capture them? 


g 
A I, myself, captured fifteen. 
Q 
A 


I captured them at tho city limits of Stouont.e 
Q The exit from point of view of your march, or tne en- 
trance to Stounont? 
A 7 The oxite 
q Where did you tale these prisoners of wart 


A I took them back to the castle that had “been ordered 


by Sgt. Schaefer and 1 had them sent back with vounded comrades fron 


( Mrott +Pedireot) ciet 





where tho main aid station was located. 

hen you say Schasfer, yor mn tk sed W411i 
Schaefer in this caso? 

Yess 

Do you know 

Yess 

Do you recogize hint 

Yes. 

that number does he wear? 

Noe 556 

Just exactly what was Scnaefer's orders in Stoumont 
with respsct to prisoners of yar? 

A Tech. Sgt.» Schaefer gave us tho order by way of the 
section leader to the effect that all prisonors of war were to be 
taken to the main aid station between LaGleize and Stounont, which 
aid station was described as a castle. 

Q Do you know the reason for this order? 

4 I don't quite mderstand. 

Q Do you Imow wny the prisoners were to be taken to that 
particular place? 

A So that security would be warranted for the prisoners. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUSSTIONS BY PROSZCTUION (Capt. Shumecker): Your group leader was 
Sgt. Dickstra, is that right? 

A Yess 

Q 4nd you were present when Schaefer spoke to Dickstra, 
is that right? 

A Noe 

Q Well, you don'4+ Imow vhethor Schaefer gave Dickstra 
any orders? Do you? 


A Wall, because Sgt. Dickstra repeated the order fron 


( Tro ¥t - recrose) 
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lech-Sgt.Schaefer and it was so announced by Tech. Sgt. Dickstra. 
ou were not present at the croup leaders' meeting 
with Schaefer,were yout 
A The comrade Gerhardt Taut, who is Present here, was 
present at the meeting of the group leaders and heard the orders 
himself. Gerhardt Taute 
Q Did you wmderstand my question? 
A that question? 
Q I said you were not present at the nseting of the 
group leaders with Schaefer, wore yout 
A Noe 
Q re you present when your Troop leader Willi Schaefer 
gave the order to your comrade Gustav Sprenger to shoot five pris- 
oners of war in Stoumont on the 12th of December 19447 
A Nos 
DEFENSH COUNSEL (Capt. Narvid); If the court please, 
I object to that question because it is nowhere in evidence that 
Scnaefer gave an order to Sprenger to shoot prisoners of ware 
PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): I suggest Counsel 


read the record. It wouldn't make any difference whether it is in 


the record or not; I have a right to ask this witness tho question. 


PRESIDENT: Objection is over rulede 

Q You say you were not present? 

4A No. 

Q Do you know @ group leader by the name of Altkreuger 
in your company? 

4 Yos. 

Q ‘ere you present when he shot three prisoners of war 
in Stownont on the 19th of December, 1944? 


A Noe 


Trott -- recross) 





10 was your company commander‘ 

let Lt. Franz Sievers. 

4re you the same Oskar Trott that your company com- 
meander, Franz Sievers, ordered to let a wounded American prisoner 
bleed to death in the monastary there in Stoumont? 

No, he didn't give me that order. I don't know about ite 

You don't now anything about it? 

No. 

Q You don't now anything about lettin:s a wounded American 
bleed to death because your company commander told you not to bandage 
hint? 

A Roe That matter which | wrote dow in Sohwaibish Hall, 
that is not corrects 

Q In other words, you told something there that was not 
true, is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q Where did you get this story of Sievers ordering you 
to let a wounded man bleed to death? Vas that just something you 
snatohed from your imagination? 


4 Yess 


PROSHCUTION (Capt. Shumeoker): That is alle 


REDIRECT BXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capt. Narvid): 

Q Why did you make a statement in Schwaibish Hail which 
is not true? 

Q in my first interrogation I told the truth to one Captain 
from the Prosecution and an interpreter who yas standing aroumd called me 
a pig and everything else and in the next interrogation I was put 
before a summary court, .a cross was on tho table ani som candles 
and sone false witnesses were pit before me. I was threatened with 
death by hanging, I was told thet my mother and my brothers and 
sisters would have to starve and would not get any food stamps. 


(pra roase zie 





That depressed me so severely that I wrote dom everything the 
Prosecution wented me to. And since I didn't know anything about 
action in violation of International Law I had to invent someth ng 
so that I would be left alone. I was in solitary confinement 
there for four months. Two weeks of those four months in a cell 
with a wooden bunk and little light; four of those days without 
blankets with an open window and that happened in wintere I had 
gone through quite a lot as a soldier but I could no longer stand 
the moral pressure which was exerted upon me there. 

Q Were you ever threatened? 

4 Yese 

Were you ever beaten? 
Yese 

Q How were you threatened and who threatened you? 

A Iwas threatened with death by hanging by a Captain and 
1st Lieutenant from the Prosecution. I spent a noo hour that day 
in a cell where there was some marks from shots from small calibro 
weapons on the wall at about the heignt of your head and, in my 
opinion, a little piece of flesh was still attached to one of those 
shots. 


Did you write this statement at that time or any later 


Later. 
How much later? 
A I can't say. One week; perhaps tno weeks. 
Q Were you threatened at the timo or inmediately be- 
fore you wrote this statement? 
A Noe 
Q Were you beaten at that time? 
A Not that, eithor. 
Q Why did you write the statement then? 


A Because I did not dare to resist any longer. 


(Trott - - redirect) v4 705 





Did you write it yourself or was it lictated 
Jt was first prepared in English and then I 
Q Going back to the tive you wore beaten, to the time 
you were threatened, did you admit orally then what you wrote in your 
statement later? 
A Yess 
RE“RECROSS EXAMINATION 
¥ FROSSCTUION (Capt. Shumacker): 
© Trott, tel. the Court some more about this piece of 
flesh that you saw on the wall. How big was it? 
A It was about the size of the nail of your thumb. 
Q And what color was 1%! 
A It was reddish. 
Q And it was pinned to the wall with the bullet, is 
that right? 


Yos. 


And you could just see one piece of flegh hanging on 


Yos. 
And how many bullet holes did you see? 
Fours 
And they were just about the height of a man's head, were 
they not? 
4 Yess 
Q And that wall was practically completely covered with 
blood, was it not? 
A No, only this little, this one bullet the flesh was 
reddishs 
You didn't see .blood spattered all over that sane wall? 


Noe 


Q 

4A 

Q Did you see the cat-p-nine-tails that was in the cornert 
A 


Noe 


Q Did you see the steel rod with the ball ond the spikes 
sticking out of the ball in the corner? 


* 1] 
( mowys-rowsuse)y gies 
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Q Now, Tratt, to refresh your recollection, 
when you were first interrogated, it was in early 
January 196, was it not? 

A I don't know, I don't know the date. 

Q And you recall very well that there were two 
reasons why you were vigorously interrogated, one being 
that Gustav Sprenger said that he saw you in the field at 
the crossroads, is that not true? 

CAPTAIN NARVID: May it please the Court, I 
object because I do not think we went into that field at 
all on direct examination. We limited our examination to 
Stoumont and why the statement was made in Schwaebisch 
Hall, which he denied today, nothing further, only because 
the Prosecution opened the door on cross. 

CAP'TALNN SHUMACKER: We cracked the door, if the 
Court please, and the Defense opened it wide, and I want the 
Court to know the whole story. 

LAW MEMBER: As a matter of fact, this witness 


was questioned more on redirect examination with respect to 


: his treatment at Schwaebisch Hall than he was with respect 


to Stoumont. The objection is overruled. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER)s 

Q That was one point about which you were in- 
terrogated, was it not, Tratt? 

A Yes. 

Q And you denied being in the field or stopping 
before the crossroads, did you not? 

A I never denied it, I never was there. I saw 
the dead lying there but I was not in the field. 


Q That is what I say, at the time you were 


(Tratt-Recross ) 
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interrogated you denied being in the field? 

A Yes. 

Q And you were in the lst Platoon of the 3rd 
Company? 

A Yes, 

Q And the 1st Platoon left Buellingen ahead of 
the 2nd Platoon? 

A Yes. 

] When you got to the crossroads and passed 
this field, all these Americans had already been shot? 

A Yes, they were all lying there already. 

Q And there were no Germans there shooting and no 
German vehicles stopped in front of the field? 

A No, 

Q° Now, you remember that at the time you were in- 
terrogated, you told about these 1) or 15 American prisoners 
that you had captured in Stoumont and had sent to the Aid 
Station? 

A Yes. 

Q And you well remember that when you returned to 
your cell you told one of your comrades who was in the cell 
with you that you wished that you had shot them because 
there would be 1) or 15 less swine that you would have to 
fool with, is that not true? 

A The captain before that threatened me with 
death and accused me of mrder, that I was so angry about 
that and could not control myself any more. 

> to your 

Q I asked you if you did not tell this/comrade 
in your cell after you were returned to your cell following 


(Tratt-Recross ) 
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Tk #32)-SR-7/5-3 this interrogation? 

A Yes. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Nothing further. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further on redirect. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Ap- 
parently none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 
the courtroom. ) 

DEYENSE COUNSEL: Defense calls as its next 
witness, Georg Freitag. Dr. Leer on behalf of the Defense 
will conduct the direct examination. 

GEORG FREITAG, a witness called by the Defense, 
after being first duly sworn, testified through an in- 
terpreter as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed- 
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.) 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. LEER): 

State your full name to the Court. 

Freitag, Georg. 

Are you a prisoner of war? 

Yes. 

What unit were you with before? 


1st Panzer Regiment, lst Battalion Headquarters 


What was your position and your job? 


I was the driver of the armored half-track and 


Do you remember the time of the Ardennes 


(Freitag-Direct) 
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Yes. 
Do you remember when you got to Stoumont? 
I got there on the morning of the 19th. 

Q Can you state briefly where you were in 
Stoumont? 

A I first stopped my vehicle about 200 meters 
outside of Stoumont in order to pick up the wounded which 
had accumlated during that fight. 

Q Did you receive an order concerning the wounded 
American soldiers? 

A Yes, I had instructions that if I saw any 
American medical personnel, to take them along in the vehicle. 

Q Where did you pick up the first wounded in 
Stoumont? 

A About 200 meters on the field to the left. 

Q Was a house standing in that field? 

. A Yes, the first house on the left. 
Can you describe this house more closely? 
It was a pharmacy or a drugstore. 

Q Was a burning tank standing outside this house? 

A Yes, on the right side of the house there was a 
knocked-out Panther. 

Q Did you see any officers outside of this house, 
German officers? 


Yes, Colonel Peiper. 


A 
Q What ‘other officers were there? 
A 


I didn't see any others. 
Q Did Peiper arrive there after you yourself 
were there already? 


A I think we had been standing there for half 
(Freitag-Direct) dil 





Tk #32h-SR-7/5-5 an hour already when Colonel Peiper arrived, 
Q Did he again leave before you yourself left? 


Yes, he left ten minutes before we did. 


A 
Q How long was he there? 
A 


A short time only, 
Q Can you tell us whether it was five minutes 
or was it an hour? 

A It was ten minutes at the most. 

Q Was there a prisoner collecting point located 
in Stoumont? 

A Yes, prisoners which came from Stoumont were 
collected in the Aid Station in the castle. 

Q Did you see any American soldiers next to that 
house which we mentioned before? 

A At the time we stopped next to that house, about 
thirty armed Americans were taken out of the cellar by para- 
‘chutists,. 


Q Did you see an American medic next to the house 


A Yes, one American medic whom we took along in the 
field to the Aid Station. 

Q Did you receive an order to do that and who 
gave the order? 

A Yes, Colonel Peiper ordered us to take this 
prisoner medic along, 

Q At that time did you see the vehicles of the 
Message center at that house already? 

A No, I went around the house at that time in 


order to collect the blankets which the Americans had had 
(Freitag-Direct) 
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Tk #32h-SR-7 /696 for our wounded because it was very cold. At that time 
I didn't notice any radio half-track yet. 
Were you inside that house too? 
Yes. 
Did you see any weapons in that house? 
he Americans left, I went down the 
cellar and there found the ammmnition for the anti-tank 
gun located behind the house and furthermore, also some 
small arms. 
Q How many prisoners were there in the Aid 
Station in Stoumont? 
A The prisoners increased up to 100 in the course 
of the day. 
Q Did you hear any order concerning the evacuation 
of the 30 Americans which came from the house? 
A Yes, Colonel Peiper gave that order. 
Q How were these prisoners treated in the Aid 
Station in Stoumont? 
A They were treated well. 
Q Were any A,erican medics working there as 
prisoners? 
A Yes, we had about six of them. 
Did they volunteer to take care of the wounded? 
A Yes, there was a good comradeship relationship 
existing between us and them at that time. 
Q Did you see any prisoners immediately outside 


of Stoumont too? 


A Yes, already when I was on my way to Stoumont 


in my vehicle smaller groups of prisoners walked past us 


(Freitag-Direct) 
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in the opposite direction. 
Q Did you see where they were taken? 
A Yes, all of them towards the castle. 
Did you see any American prisoners in Honsfeld? 
A Yes, I myself drove some of them away and took 
them to the doctor. 
DR. LEER: No further questions. Thank you. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 
Q How long were you in this house at the entrance 
to Stoumont that you have been testifying about? 
A It was until 11 o'clock. 
Q How many minutes or how many hours were you 
at this house? 
A Might have been one hour approximately. 
Q You arrived there at ten and left at eleven, 
is that what you are trying to say? 
Yes. 
Did you go inside this house? 
Yes. 
Did you go through a11 the rooms? 
Yes. 
How many dead Americans did you see in the 
house? 
One American medic. 
What room was he in? 
In the room towards the garden. 
Did you see any dead Americans upstairs? 


No, not outside the house or behind the house 


(Freitag-Cross ) 
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Q How many American prisoners of war do you 
estimate you saw in and around Stoumont on the 19th of 


December? 


A I didn't see any dead Americans at all, except 


for the one. 

Q I asked you how many prisoners of war, not how 
many dead Americans, 

A The ones in the castle, about 100 men. 

Q You said you saw some on the road between 
Stoumont and the castle and you saw 30 captured there at 
the house. All together, how many prisoners of war did you 
see, including those at the castle? 

A They were all taken to the castle. 

Q How do you know that those you saw on the road, 
the 30 at the house were taken to the castle? 

A Because there weren't any prisoners coming from 
anywhere else and when I came back there weren't any there. 

Q How do you know they didn't go beyond the castle? 

A Well, if a soldier gets an order to take 
prisoners of war to the castle, he has to perform that 
order. 

Q You were not present all the time in the castle? 

A Well, I was absent when I was in Stoumont and 
then I returned to the castle. 

PROSECUTION: No further questions. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further on redirect, 
PRESIDENT: Questions by the Court? 


(Freitag-Cross ) 
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EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER: 

Q Was Fritz Willecke a member of your vehicular 
crew? 

A Yes. 

Q Referring to the house in Stoumont where you 
saw the dead American medic, did you walk completely around 
that house? 

A Yes. 

Q What did you notice as you walked around the 
house? 

A I didn't notice anything. I was particularly 
interested in this anti-tank gun and then we had instructions 
to collect the blankets. 

PRESIDENT: Any other questions? Apparently 
none. The witness is excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 
the courtroom. ) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense recalls as its next 
witness, Horst Vollsprecht. Captain Narvied, on behalf of 
the Defense, will conduct the direct examination. 

HORST VOLLSPRECHT, a witness recalled by the Defense, 
having been previously duly sworn, resumed the stand and 
testified through an interpreter as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.) 

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is 


still under oath, 


(Vollsprecht-Direct) 
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Yes. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID)+ 

Q Are you the same Vollsprecht who has previously 
testified in this trial? 

A Yes. 

Q As I recall, the last time you testified that 
you were present in Stoumont during the battle for Stoumont, 
is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q On the way to the railroad station in Stoumont, 
do you recall at any time passing a grocery store? 

A Yes. 

Q On which side of the road was it? 

A That was at the tom limits on the right side 
of the road. 


Q Did your tank stop in the vicinity of this store? 


A Yes, after we collected our vehicles in St,oumont, 
we stopped on the right side of the road. That, was about at 
the place of this grocery store. 

Q Which tank was ahead of you? 

A In front of us there was a half-track and in 
front of the half-track was the tank of 1st Lieutenant 
Onrist. 

Q How many meters away from you was Christ's tank? 

A Apout 10 to 15 meters. 

Q How long did you stop at this place? 

A We stayed there long enough to smoke a cigarette, 


about five minutes. 
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Did you get out of your tank? 

A No, I didn't get out. I looked out of my 
Porthole once because a camera, a moving picture operator 
was on the right side. 

Q Were you able to see this grocery store clearly? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you see any American prisoners of wer standing 
in front of that store? 

A No. 

Q Did you at any time while you were standing there 
see Christ's tank shooting in that direction, that is, in 
the direction of the grocery store? 

A No, I did not see any such thing and I certainly 
would have had to notice it because in order to do that the 
gunner of Christ would have had to turn his turret around all 
the way until two o'clock. 

Q Who was the machine gunner in the turret? 

A The 1st gunner was Hans Pletz. 

Q Is this the same Hans Pletz who is an accused in 
this case? 

A Yes. 

Q Where were the Ayericans at that time? 

4 The Americans were retiring in the direction of 
the Stoumont Railroad Station at that time. 

Q You were on your way in that direction, is that 
right? 


A Yes, we were standing at the time and immediately 


thereafter, a few minutes later, we moved out again. 


Q During the battle for Stoumont, how were orders 
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transmitted to the tank commanders? 

A By radio, 

Q In other words, were Christ's orders with 
reference to the attack on Stoumont relayed to all tanks? 

A Yes, by lst Lieutenant Christ, that is, his 
radio operator. 

Q Was every order transmitted? 

Q Yes, every order considered important by 
1st Lieutenant Christ was transmitted. 

Q Did you at any time during the battle for 
Stoumont hear any order transmitted directing you to shoot 
at any group of American soldiers standing? 

A No, I didn't hear any such order. 

CAPTAIN NARVID: Your witness, 

MR. ELOWITZ: No cross examination. 

PRESIDENT: Questions by the Court? Apparently 
none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 


the courtroom, ) 





The Defense calls as its next witness, Paul 
Froehlich, Dr. Leer, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the 
direct examimtion, 

PAUL FROEHLICH, called as a witness for the Defense, being first 
@uly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEER); 

Q State your full name to the Court, please. 

A Froehlich, Paul, 

Q State your formr duties. 

A I was a Sergeant and Section Leader in the Motor Vehicle 
Reconnaisance Platoon of the Headquartors Company of the let Panzer 
Regiment. 
+ Are you nowa prisonor of war? 

A Yese 
What camp are you in at the present time? 


Cage 3. 


Yese 


Q 

A 

Q Do you remember the time of the Ardennes offensive? 
A 

Q 


Well, do you still remember at what time of the day and 

on what date you came to Stoumont? 

A Yess 

Q Tell us, please. 

AQ I was outside of Stoumont on the morning of the 19th. 

Q Can you describe your position to ua and in whose vicinity 
you were? 

A Yes, I was ‘about eight hundred meters from Stoumont, the 
first house on the road, 

Q Were you standing there during the attack and before the 
attack? 

A Yes, before and during the attack, 
(Paul Froehlich + Direct) 
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What did you do there? 

I was @ runner for Col. Peiper. 
Were you in his vicinity at the 
Yes, I wis within his view. 
Were any other officers there? 
Yese 

Q Did you receive any orders from Col. Peiper before tne 
attack and during the attack? 

A No, Col. Peiper gave his orders to the officers directly, 
since they ware present. 

Q When did you lesve this spot which you have just described? 

A After about ean hour and a half or an hour and forty-five 
minutes, after the infantry was got into town, : 

Q Did you then drive into town? 

A Yes. I then received an order from Col, Peiper as to 
driving into town. He got into my vehicle and we drove in, until we 
reached the first house, 

Q What happened then and there? 

A Peiper ordered us to stop, and he went over to the anti- 
tank gun which was standing next to a house, an American anti-tank 
gun, 92. He looked at it and went to the house. Then civilians 
came out, he sent those civilians back, and then I saw some American 
soldier standing there with about three parachutists around, 

Q Where worse you at the moment you heard - where were you 
at the time you saw this? 

A I was standing bohind Col, Peiper. 

Q You just mentioned an American medic, I believe. What 
happened to him? 

4 Col. Peiper talked English with him, and then he said - 
but I don't know who he said it to - "This man is to be taken to 
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station. 
Did you then remin at that spot or did you go away? 
A I then received an order from Col, Peiper to bring tho 
radio station over here. They were two or three kilometers in 
the direction of LaGleize. 
Q Did you then drive away? 
A Yess 
Q How long had you then been standing in framt of this 
house together with Col, Peiper? 
A For a very shart time only. 
Q Can you tell us just how long this short period extended? 
It might have been ten - five to ten minutes. 
When did you then return from your mission? 
I fulfilled my mission in ten to fifteen minutes, 
Did you return before the communications center returned, 
were supposed to pick up? 
Yese 
Who did you report back into? 
A T don't know for sure, but I think it wis the adjutant, 
Capt. Gruhle. 
Q Why not to Col. Peiper who gave you the order to take off? 
A Because Col. Poiper wasn't at the house any more when I 
returned, 
Q Which officers did you see together with Col. Peiper before 
you left the house? 
A I didn't see any. 
Q Do youremember passing through Engelsdorf during the 
Ardennes Offensive, also known as Ligneuville? 
A Yess 
Q Did you see any captured American soldiers there? 
A Yes, 1 took prisoners myself. 
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Q Tell us where that happened? 

A I was in the right side of the road, where there was a 
road fork which was going up there, and there were Shermans standing 
at the fork and trucks. I had received orders to cover up the dead 
and the trucks by Major Poetschke. I went out to the trucks in order 
to take a blanket or a shelter half from one of then in order to 
cover up the dad, and as I went up to a hill there, there were two 
American soldiers there who had their rifle pointing towards me. And 
I said to them, "Hands up", and then they dropped their rifles, and 
about four or five more men came from behind the house and also held 
up their hands. 

Q Can you tell us what happened to those prisoners? 

A Yes. I took then to the road, and then Col. Peiper then 
told ms to leave them there, that the walking wounded would pick them up 
and take them back. 

DEFENSE (DR. LEER): No further questionse 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. BIOWITZ): 

Q Did the air attack on the house which you described, where 
you stood with Peiper, ocour before or after you were sent to get the 
telephone equipment? 

A I know nothing about an air attack, There was an air attack 
the day before. 

Q No air attack occurred on that point? 

A Noe 

PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): That is all. 
DEFENSE; Nothing further on redirect 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 
QUESTIONS BY THE LAW MEMBER: 
Q The dead you covered up, what nationality were they? 
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They were German soldiers. 
PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court? Apparently 
none, the witness is excuseds 
(Whereupon the excused witness withdrew. 
DEFENSE: The Defense recalls as its next witness, Albert 
Braun, Dr. Leer, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the direct 
examinations 
ALBERT BRAUN, reoalled as a witness for the Defense, testified 
further through an interpreter as follows: 
PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded thet he is still 
under oath. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. L@ER): 
Q You are the same Albert Braun who already testified in 
court, are you not? 
Yese 


Do you remember the Ardennes Offensive too? 


Do you remember getting to Buellingen in that period? 


A 
Q 
A Yese 
Q 
A 


Yese 

Can you tell us when that was? 

In the morning of December 17. 

Can you describe it more closely? 

At 9:00 o'clock. 

Did you see any prisoners in Buellingen? 
Yes, I took prisoners myself, about fifty. 


Where was that? 


> 2 r- 2 - © rr © 


That was about two or three hundred meters behind the 
exit fran Buel lingen. 


(Breun - Redirect) 





What did you do after capturing these prisoners? 
The prisoners were disarmed. 
Q Where? 
A In a field near Buellingen. I think it was next to a 
graveyard, I can't remember for sures 
Q Who disarmed these prisoners? 
A These prisoners were disarmed by me and my comrades, my 
radio operator, my driver and one other sergeant. 
Q What was then done with these captured Americans? 


A I took these prisoners to Buellingen together with my com- 


Q Are these again these three comrades which you mentioned 
before? 

A My driver went back and picked up the tank which was stand- 
ing out front, and after we had taken these prisoners to Buellingen 
I left the group in order to look for a truck so that the prisoners 
would be transported. I found one truck and asked the driver to 
take the prisoners back. 

Q Did you see Col, Peiper at that time? 

A Yes. After the driver told ma that he couldn't do that 
without - couldn't do that as easily as all that, and that he had 
different orders At the time I met Lt. Col. Peiper, who was coming 
my way in acar. Col. Peiper talked to mey Since he saw that I was 
wounded, he stopped, @esked me what my wound was and gave me wishes 
for a quick recovery. I went on my way and could observe that Col, 
Peiper went to the prisoners and that these prisoners - in his 
presence = were loaded on the truck and were moved back. I went 
back to my tank, which had some baok in the meantime, and inspected 
the damage done by the shell. After that I returned back to town, 
reported out to my Company and also to the Battalion Commander - to 
whom I also reported the incident, and drove to the hospital. 
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2 Didn't you ever think of shooting the prisoners which 
you made? 

A No, nevere 

Q Why not? 

A Why shoot prisoners? It was quite obvious that these 
prisoners would be taken to the rear and would be treated decently. 

DEFENSE (DR. LEER): No further questions. 
RECROSS BXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER) + 

8 Those are the orders you had, isn't that right Braun, 
that you would load prisoners - that when you captured prisoners 
you would load then on trucks and see that they were transported to 
the rear? 

A That was understood, that if a truck was around - whether 
we had any direct orders - that trucks would be used that way. I 
don't knowe... 

Q Do you mean to tell this Court that you didn't have orders 
that you would load prisoners on the empty convoys and they would 
be taken to the rear? 

A I don't know anything about it, 

Q Didn't they give you any orders as to what you do with 
prisoners, immediately before this Offensive started? 

A Before this offensive, it was said that we, as armerod 
troops, were supposed to proceed rapidly and were supposed to lmve 
prisoners of war to the following infantry unitse 

Q Do you remember the rest of your speech now, Braun? 

4 The rest of what speech, if I may ask? 

Q “And you weren't supposed to look to the right, and you 
weren't supposed to look to the let't, but you would drive along as 
rapidly as possible", Is that right? 
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4 Yes, that was the gist of the speech, 

2 And the truth about it, Braun, you hed never heard anything 
about this infantry business until you got to Dachau, did you? 

A About the infantry, I will have to disappoint you there, I 
@lready told you at Schwaebisch Hall that the prisoners of war were 
to be loft to the infantry following. 

Q You wrote a statement in Schwaebisch Hall, didn't you? 


Yes. 


You didn't say anything about the infantry in your statement, 


I told you about it though. 

a I say, you didn't say anything about the infantry in your 
written statement? 

A I wrote in the written statement that we wouldn't be the 
ones who take prisoners. 

Q I will ask you if you didn't express it this way? I will 
read you from this statement; "In the evening, Oberscharfuohrer Wien 
assembled his platoon and made an address of approximately the follow 
ing content: 'This offensive will be a great thing and will certainly 
succeed, We will have air and artillery support. Also, there will 
be an action in which German soldiers dressed as Americans will infil- 
trate through the enemy lines. We will not delay our advance. What- 
ever stands in our way will be mowed down. No prisoners will be taken", 
Now, you claim that your statement: "Whatever stands in our way will 
be mowed down. No prisoners will be taken", means that the infantry 
behind will take care of them. Is that right? 


A The last senteme, yes, That's how I explained it to you 


in Schwaebisch Hall too, 


Q And you weré interrogated by me? Capt. Shumacker interrogated 
you at Schwaebisch Hall, did he not? 
A Yos, 1 was interrogated by you. 
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2 And you told me that the orders wore that the infantry 
following behind would take care of the prisoners. 

A I didn't tell you that. I told that to the other gentle- 
man, the second one from the right. 

Q You just told me that you had orders from Oberscharfuehrer 
Wien, your Platoon Leader, that no prisoners would be taken, 

A Yee, we weren't to bother with prisoners of ware 

PROSECUTION (CAP'T. SHUMACKER): Nothing further. 
DEFENSE (DR. LEER): Just one more question, 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEER): 

Q Tell us, with all possible clarity, what you told the 
interrogating officer in Schwaebisch Hall concerning the taking of 
prisoners of war? 

A I wes aske’ in Sohwaebisch Hall, "Please explain this last 
sentence to me- "We will not make prisomrs of war". 1 oxplainod 
that as follows: We are an armored unit, whose only job in this 
offensive is to break the encmy lines quickly. We cennot afford to 
leave out tanks during canbat in order to make prisoners of war, but 
rather we will leave that to the unit following uss 

DEFENSE (DR. LEER): That is all, 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Prosecution? 
PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER): No further questions, 
PRESIDENT; Any questions by the Court? 
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 
QUESTIONS BY THE LAW MEMBER; 

Q Was the statement at Sohweebisch Hall didated to you? 

A No, I wrote it myself, 

PRESIDENT: Any other questions? Apparently none, the 
witness is excused. The Court will recess until 1030, 
(Whereupon at 1000 hours the Court recessed.) 
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hereuvon 


me to order, 

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): Let the record show at 

all of the members of the court, all of the members of the prose- 
cution, all of the members of the defense, wi ne exception of 
Colonel Dwinell, Mr. Walters, Mr. Strong, who are absent on the 
business of the defense, are present and the interpreter and the 


reporter are present, 


DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): Dr. Leer, 

DEFENSE (Dr. Leer): If the court please, the inter- 
preter has notified the defense, during the recess that a mistake 
in translation has been made and that in the last sentence read 
by Captain Schumacher, in the statement of the witness, the trans- 
lation, in English, was "...no prisoners of war will be made...", 
and the proper translation of this one sentence should have been 
"...we will not take prisoners of war...''. It would perhaps be 
best to have that last sentence of the statement read again and 
have it corrected. 

PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): JI think that the 
statement of the defense counsel is correct and that the transla- 
tion should be corrected to read: ",..we will not take prisoners 
of war...". 

PRESIDENT: The record will be changed accordingly. 

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The next witness for the 
defense will be interrogated by two of the defense counsels, first 
by Dr, Pfister and then by Colonel Sutton -- Colonel Sutton will 


conelude the examination. 


(Whereupon PAUL or. a witness for the 


detense, was recalled and reminded that he was still under oath 


(Buth - Rediredt) 





Pfister): 
What unit of the lst SS Panzer Regiment did you belong to? 
The 9th Panzer Pioneer Company. 
What were your military duties in this Pioneer Company? 
I was the driver of an SPW. 


Directing your attention to the beginning of the Fifel 


Offensive, do you know Lieutenant Rumpf? 


s he your superior? 
Yes. 
What rank did he have? 
First Lieutenant. 
Was he your Company Commander? 
Yes. 


Q Did Lieutenant Rumpf ever give you any instructions 


as to the treatment of prisoners of war, prior to the offensive, 


and, if so, when? 

A Yes, this matter was brought up very briefly, in the 
course of some Company instruction, 

Q What did he say on that occasion? 

A That we as Panzer Troops did not have to take prisoners 
of war, but that that was the duty of the following infantry troops. 

Q How did Rumpf express himself at this time? 

A He said as follows: ",,.If you ever are to take prison- 
ers of war, then think of the proverb: '..,what you don't want to 
happen to you, you should not do to others...'". 


Q Calling your attention to the town of Honsfeld, were 





Do you remember that you were at the end of the tovm 
of Honsfeld, in a northwestern di rection? 
A Yes, 
Q On that occasion, did Rumf rive you any orders as 


to the shooting of prisoners of war? 


2 were you standing, at this time, with reference 
to Rumpf? 

A Not very far, 

Would you have heard such an order? 
Yes, 

What time was that? 

It was at daw, 

Which day? 

A The 17th. 

Q Did you hear Rumpf reprimand any of his owm men, when 
they cursed at prisoners of war? 

PROSECUTION (Captain Schmacher): Objection —~ 
DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): TI will withdraw that question. 

Q Did you see any prisoners of war at that end of the 
town of Honsfeld? 

A Yes, some prisoners of war were coming out to us. 

Q What happened then? 

A Those prisoners of war were cursed at by our men and 
Rumf then reminded them about this and told them that those were 
prisoners of war and that our men should remember how they would 
feel, when they were prisoners of war and were cursed at. 


Q Were these cursings discontinued thereupon? 
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I would like to ask you vis occur on the 

western end of the town of Honsfeld, si it is possible that 

I made a mistake in putting the previous question to you? 
A Yes, i as from the western end of the tow of 


Honsfeld, 
Q I direct your attention now to the town of Buellingen, 

where did you see prisoners of war near Buellingen? 

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): If the court please, 
the counsel is continually asking leading questions of this wit- 
ness, and’ if the counsel can't conduct the examination properly, 
we request that some other counsel do the job. 

LAW MEMBER: I kmow it is difficult, Dr. Pfister, to 
use our form of examination, but your questions are leading and 
I would suggest that you phrase your questions so that you don't 
put the words into the mouth of the witness on direct examination. 

DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): Yes, sir, Then I ask the court 
to tell me whether the question: ",.,did you see prisoners of war 
in Buellingen...", was improper =~ 

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): I don't believe that the 
question was put quite that way. 

DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): Well, now I put the question 


that way. 


Q Did you see prisoners of war in Puellingen? 


A Yes, I did, 

Q Will you describe everything about that that you can 
remember to the court? 

A I left Puellingen in my SPW and a Tech Sergeant was 
standing there with several prisoners of war, perhaps 15 or 20, 


so this Tech Sergeant stopped our SPW, sinve there was an officer 





if on it, and 
ant Herring -- what was to happen to those prisoners of war, There- 


upon Second Lieutenant Herring answered that he was to take back 


the prisoners of war. 


DE E (Dr. Pfister): No further ques tions, 


(Whereupon further direct examination of the present 


witness ensued, conducted by Colonel Sutton. ) 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION (cont'd. ) 


SE (Colonel. Sutton): 


you know Max Reider? 


Was he in your Company? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you see Helmith Reider — I mean, Helmth Haas 
in Max Reider's vehicle at the crossroads at any time? 

A Helmuth Haas...? Do you mean Walter Haas? 

Q Well, I think that his name is Helmuth, but it could 
be Walter. Did you see him? 

A Yes, I saw him. 

Q Did their vehicle arrive at the crossroads at the same 
time that yours did? 

A No, I arrived there a little later. 

Q Were there any vehicles ahead of the vehicle in which 
you were riding at that time? 

A Yes. 

Q Approximately how many? 


Well, I arrived as the last vehicle and all of the 





crossroads, after Reider? 


A 


I can't say exactly, since I don't know when Reider's 


vehicle arrived there. 


Well, approximately what time did your vehicle arrive 


t the crossroads? 


the afternoon, 


Q 


Did you see Max Reider shoot prisoners in the vicinity 


the crossroads? 


A 
Q 


A 


Q 
A 


A 


No, sir. 

What type of vehicle ware you in at the crossroads? 
In an SPii, 

What type of vehicle was Reider in at the crossroads? 
Reider was also in an SPW, 

Did you see anyone shoot at the crossroads? 


No, from my arrival until shortly after I left again 


no shot was fired at the crossroads, 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Did you not see Haas fire at the crossroads? 
Yes, Haas did some firing out of the SPW, 
What weapon did he use? 

A machine-pistol. 


Were there any Americans standing in the field, when 


you arrived at the field, or when you arrived in the pasture at 


the vicinity of the crossroads? 


A 


Q 


No, at that time, there was nobody, 


Did you see any Germans in the field or the pasture 


near the crossroads? 





vehicle, 
About how mich distance was there between these two 
vehicles? 
A 15 to 20 meters, 
Did the Americans who we ying in the field appear 
to be dead? 
A Yes. 
Did Reider's vehicle leave the crossroads before you 
vehicle, or after your vehicle? 


A Before I left the crossroads, 
Q Did you ever hear Lieutenant Rumpf give an order to 
Shoot prisoners of war? 

A No. 


DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton): No further questions. 
Re CROSS=EXAMINA TION 


QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher) : 
Q Now, this man Haas that you speak about was in the 9th 
Panzer Pioneer Company, too, is that right? 


A Yes. 


Q And the man that he shot was an American soldier, un- 


armed and who was on his knees praying in the ditch on the right 
hand side of the road? 
A May I ask who is supposed to have shot him? 
Haasl 


Yes. 





Now, didn't you testify on direct examination that 
you didn't see Reider at the crossroads? 
A I said that I didn't see Reider in the fields, nor 
did I see him at the crossroads. 
Q You never laid eyes on Reider anywhere in the vicinity 
of the crossroads or the field, is that righ't? 
No. 
But you said that he was supposed to be ahead of your 
column? 
Yes. 
Were you with Reider in Buellingen, when he shot a 
woman in the kitchen of a house? 
A No. 
Qq Were you with Rumpf in Buellingen, when he talked 
Untersturmfeuhrer Lier? , 
A I don't know an Untersturmfeuhrer Lier. 
I mean Unterscharfeuhrer Lier? 


No. 


Yes. 


A 
Q He was in your Company, wasn't he? 
A 
Q 


How long had you been in the 9th Panzer Pioneer Con- 
pany, at the time of the Eifel Offensive? 
A I was in the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company since April, 
19h. 
Q Do you recognize this as the handwriting of your Com 
pany Commander, Obersturmfeuhrer Rumpf -- I'm referring now to 


the handwriting and not to the contents? 





handwriting of Rumpf -- I don't know his handwriting —- 

JEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): I object to that question, 
on the same grounds, and for the same reason, for which I have 
already objected. At that time I said that the witness was not 
a handwriting expert and at that time the court sustained my 
objection, 

LA “MBER: Well, the witness has said that he doesn't 
recopnize it, so I believe that that will suffice. 

Q Do you remember on the night of the 16th-17th of Decem- 
ber that Unterscharfeuhrer Lier was assigned to the point of your 
Company. 

A No, I don't know about that, 

Q You said that you were in Buellingen on the 19th of 
December, 19), is that right? Correction -- I mean, on the 17th 
of December, 19)))? 


A On the 17th of December, yes. 


Q Did you see Unterscharfeuhrer Haas there in Beullingen, 


at that time? 
A No. 
Q T read to you a statement and ask you if you know 


whether or not these facts are true — 





Now, having read to yor 
ose facts are true? 
A I never did hear anything about that, nor did I see 
anything. 
Qa In other words, you didn't search the houses in Buell- 
ingen with Haas of your Company, is that right? 
A No. 
Now, Untersturmfeuhrer Herring was also an officer 
of your Comany, wasn't he? 
Yes. 


And he was commanded by Obersturmfeuhrer Ru f, wasn't 


Yes. 

And you heard him bragging on the 18th of December 

about having shot an American at the crossroads, didn't you? 
A Yes, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): No further questions, 


RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton): 
Was Reider in the same vehicle that Haas was in? 
Reider belonged to the group of Haas, 
Well, was he in the same vehicle with Haas? 


Yes, 


DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton): If the court please, I 


would like to ask one question that should have been asked on 


direct examination -- 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): No objection. 





Do you know Willie von Chamier? 
Yes. 
Did you see him at the crossroads? 


No. 


DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton): No further questions, 


QUESTIONS "Y THE PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): 
Q One more question -- will you:swear on your oath 


before this court that Willie von Chamier did not shoot any pri- 


soners of war at the crossroads at any time between 1200 hours 


and lhoo hours at any time on the 16th of December, 191)? 


A I didn't see Willie von Chamier shoot at the cross- 

roads, 

PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): No further ques- 
tions by the prosecution, 

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense has nothing 
further on re-direct. 

PRESIDENT: Are there any further questions by any 
member of the court? 

(Whereupon, there being no further questions, the wit- 
ness was excused and withdrew.) 


PRESIDENT: The witness is excused, 





DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense calls as its 
next witness Hans Buchman, Lieutenant Waller will conduct the 


examination on behalf of the defense, 





throurh the interpreter, 


as follows: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


HE DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): 
Will you state your name? 
Hans Buchman, 


Were you a member of the Waffen SS, during the period 


December 19); — December 16th, 19); to 16th December, 1915? 


Yes. 

What Company and what Regiment were you a member of? 

Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Reriment. 

During that period, was your Company attached to the 
1st Regiment? 

A Yes, the lst Panzer Regiment. 

Q On or about the 18th day of December, 19), were you 
in La Gleize? 

A Yes. 

Q What direction did you come from, just prior to arriv- 
ing in the vicinity of La Gleize? 

A From the direction of Stavelot. 

Q When you entered la Gleize, can you describe, on Pros- 
ecution Exhibit No. 3, the direction of travel that you assumed? 
Will you come over here a minute, please? (The witness approached 
the wall map of the pertinent area, Prosecution Exhibit No. 3, as 
requested.) Now, will you describe to the court your course of 
travel from Stavelot to La Gleize? How did you proceed to La 


Gleize? 





(Lieutenant Waller): Let the record show 


that the witness had indicated the highway designated on the 
map in pink, indicating the main highway from Stavelot to La 
Gleize, 
PROSECUTION (Mr. Ellowitz): No objection. 
At what time of the day did you arrive in La Gleize? 
s between 3 -~ no, between 2 and 3 o'clock in 
the afternoon. 
(Whereupon the witness resumed the witness stand.) 
S (Lieutenant Waller): I hand the reporter 
a document and request that it be 1 "Defense Exhibit D-2),, 
for identification", 


(Whereupon the reporter marked the document as reques- 


I hand you this document, marked "Defense Exhibit D-2), 


for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that sketch 
portrays? 

A That is the towm of La Gleize, 

Q Does it reasonably portray the condition of the streets 
of the town of La Gleize on the 19th of December, 191,)? 

A Yes. 

Q Does the sketch reasonably portray the position of the 
church on the 19th day of December, 19)? 

A Yes. 

Q Does the sketch reasonably portray the position of 
the schoolhouse of the town of La Gleize on the 19th of Decem- 
ber, 194h? 


A Yes. 





A Yo you mean the 

the sketch)? 
Q Yes, that's correct, 
A That is the cemetary. 


3B (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, 


we ask that the document previously marked as "Defense Exhibit 


° identification" be accepted into evidence by the court, 


marked as "Defense Exhibit D-2)", for attachment to the record. 


No objection. 
There being no ot jection, the Exhibit 
marked —- the Exhibit will be marked as Defense Exhibit D-2), 
accepted into evidence by the court, and attached to the record 
DEI 3B (Lieutenant Waller); I hand the reporter 
a further document and ask that it be marked as "Defense Exhibit 
D-25, for identification", 


(Whereupon the reporter marked the document as reques- 
ted.) : 

Q I hand you this document, marked "Defense Exhibit D-25, 
for identification" and ask you what, if anything, it portrays? 

A That is the town of La Gleize. 

Q Does that reasonably portray the condition of the vill- 
age of La Gleize, on or about the 18th of December, 19))? 

A Yes. 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): We offer at this time, 
the document just identified by the witness, previously marked as 
"Defense Exhibit D-25, for identification", and ask that it be 
accepted into evidence by the court, marked as "Defense Exhibit 


D=-25", for attachment to the record, 





ction. 
being no objection, the document will 
be marked as Defense Exhibit D-25, accepted into evidence by the 
court for attachment to the record. 
a] I hand you another exh: +, marked "Defense Exhibit 


D. » for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that 


? 
portrays? 

A Yes, it is the tow of La Gleize, and apparently the 
road shown in this picture is the road to Cheneux,. 

Q Does this reasonably portray the condition of the 
town of La Gleize, as it appeared on the 23rd of December, 19)? 

A Yes, with the exception of the ruins. 

Q Do you lmow the condition of the tom of La Gleize on 
the 23rd of December, 19)? 

A Only part of it. 

Q Do you know whether or not the picture portrayed in 
this photograph is a reasonable representation of that section of 
La Gleize, as it appeared on the 23rd of December, 19)? 

A Well, with the exception of a few buildings -- I don't 
think that building was there at that time (the witness pointed 
to the exhibit) — 

Q Will you indicate on the picture with this pen which 
building was not there on the 23rd day of December, 19)? 

(Whereupon the witness marked with a pen, as requested, ) 
DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): We offer at this time, the 


document just identified by the witness, previously marked as "De-~ 


fense Exhibit D-26, for identification", and ask that it be accep- 


ted into evidence by the court, marked as "Defense Exhibit D-26", 


for attachment to the record, 





frour at the witness has said that i 
a certain section of the town of La Gleize at this time, with the 


exception of ruins and new buildings. In view of the very small 


' 
scale of the photograph, we don t believe that this witness is 


competent to make the identification, If it is showm that the wit- 
ness has been in La Gleize since this time, we will withdraw the 
objection -- 
NSE (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, we 

believe that this photograph has been adequately identified by 
the witness as representing the condition of that portion of the 
town of La Gleize as it anpeared on the 23rd day of December, 19))), 
with the exception of one house, which-he has marked with an "X", 
which was constructed after the 23rd of December, 19). 

LAW MEMBER: Is this one of the photographs that Mr. 
Rulien took on his recent trip? 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): Yes, sir. 

LAW MEMBER: Will Mr. Rulien further identify it? 


DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): Yes, sir. He can and 


PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled and the photo- 
graph will be accepted into evidence by the court, marked as De- 
fense Exhibit D-26 for attachment to the record. 

(Whereupon the Exhibit was marked as indicated by the 
reporter, ) 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): Now, if the court please, 
we would like to recall this witness, after we have completed offer- 
ing all of our exhibits into evidence, tt for the purpose of cross- 
examination we are tendering the witness to the prosecution, for the 


purpose of cross-examination, 





Showing you this photograph, marked Defense Exhibit 
D-26, what portion of La Gleize does that photograph show? 

A It shows a portion of the schoolhouse and the church 
and the road -- the road which, according to my opinion -= runs 
to Cheneux. 

Q Have you ever been down the road from La Gleize 
Cheneux? 

A We were standing on that road, near the wall of the 
cemetary, part of which is shown here -- 

Q That's not my question -- I asked whether you ha 
ever been down the road from la Gleize to Cheneux? 

A Yes, we drove dorm this road in our SPW. 

Q Can you tell, from an examination of that photograph, 
where it was taken from? 

A No. 

q You have described certain ruins in that photograph -« 
what are the ruins? 

A They are the ruins apparently caused by artillery fire. 

Q Were those houses ruined on the 23rd of December, when 
you were in La Gleize? 


A I don't know on which day, 


Well, were they destroyed before you left La Gleize? 


When did you leave La Gleize? 


Q 
A I don't know that, 
Q 
A 


On the 2th, 
And you don't remember whethor these houses were des- 
before you left La Gleize or not? 


No. 





Then, if you can't remember whether or not these houses 
? 


were destroyed, how can you identify this as a picture of La Gleize? 


(Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, that 


is a matter which is calling for a conclusion of the witness and 
it is not within the proper province of the witness! testimony, 

PROSECUTION: If it please the court, this witness has 
identified this photograph as a photograph of La Gleize and I am 
only asking how he identifies the picture. 


PRESID The objection is overruled. 


Q How do you recopnige this as a photograph of the villace 
of La Gleize? 

A I remember this schoolhouse, and this next house -- the 
house next to the road down here (the witness pointed ‘to the photo- 
graph). 

Q You are certain in your own mind then that this isa a 
picture of the village of La Gleize? 

A Yes. 

Q Does that show the entire village of La Gleize? 

A No. 


PROSECUTION: No further questions. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): 

Q Do you know whether or not there was any fighting or 
artillery fire on the village of La Gleize, after the Germans 
had evacuated the town on the 2lth day of December, 19)? 


A As to that, I don't know, 





No further questions, 
IDE Are there any questions by the court of 
this witness? If not, the witness is excused, 
(Whereupon, there being no further questions, the wit- 
ness was excused and withdrew, ) 
ISE (Colonel Everett): ‘The defense calls, as its 
next witness, Fritz Willecke. Lieutenant Waller, on behalf 


the defense, will conduct the examination. 


'Z WILLECKE, a witness for the defense, was recalled, 
the witness was reminded that he was still under oath, and testi- 


fied through the interpreter as follows: 
RE DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): 
Q You are the same Fritz Willecke that has testified 
heretofore before this court, is that correct? 
A Yes. 
Q On the 23rd day of December, 19), were you in the vic- 
inity of La Gleize? 
Yes, in La Gleize, 


In what portion of La Gleize were you stationed? 


A 

Q 

A In the Preist's house. 
Q 


On the 22nd day of December, 191), were you in the tow 
of La Gleize? 
A Yes. 
Q Where were you stationed at that time? 


In the house of the Priest of La Gleize, 





ask you what, if anything, that photograph portrays? 
A This is the church of La Gleize, 
Q Does that photograph indicate anything else? 
Yes, it indicates that everything is des troyed. 

Will you have the witness speak a little 
louder, please? 

Witness: Yes, sir: the church is destroyed. 

Q Does this picture indicate any other physical terrain 
features, other than the church? 1 mean, does this picture in- 
dicate the territory surrounding the church? 

A Yes, this is the wall of the church (the witness indi- 
cated by pointing to the photograph). 

Q Do the physical features indicated on that picture rea- 
sonably indicate the conditions there as they existed on the 23rd 
day of December, 19)? 

A Yes. 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, the 
defense o'fers into evidence at this time, the document just iden- 
tified by the witness, previously marked as "Defense Exhibit D-27, 
for identification", and asks that it be marked as "Defense Exhibit 
D-27" for attachment to the record. 

PROSECUTION: No objection, 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the document offer- 


ed into evidence by the defense will be accepted into evidence by 


the court, marked as Defense Exhibit D-27 and attached to the re- 


cord. 





now show you an bit marked "Def 
cation", and ask you what, 
picture portra 

That is the church of La Gleize and this is the en- 
trance to the church (the witness pointed to the photograph 
handed to him), 

What else does this picture indicate? 
A It indicates that the tower and the roof of the 
church are broken dowm and destroyed. 

Does this picture indicate the condition of the ceme- 
tary and the church wall, as they existed on or about the 23rd 
day of December, 19))\7 

A Yes. 

Q Does this picture indicate the condition of the 
church, as it existed on the 23rd day of December, 19)? 

A Yes. 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, 
we offer into evidence at this time the document just identified 
by the witness and ask that it be accepted into evidence by the 
court, marked as Defense Exhibit D-28 for attachment to the record. 

PROSECUTION: No objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the document 
offered by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court, 
marked as Defense Exhibit D-28 and attached to the record. 

Q I show you a picture marked "Defense Exhibit D-29, 
for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that picture 
portrays? 

A That is also the church of La Gleize, 
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raph reasonably represent the conditi 


December, 19))),? 


E (Lieutenant Waller): If it please 
we offer into evidence at this time the document 
by the witness, previously marked as "Defense Exhibit D-29, for 
identification", and ask that it be accepted into evidence by the 
court, marked as "Defense Exhibit D-29" and ed to the record, 

PE CUTION: No objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the document just 
offered by the defense will be accepted into evidenceby the court, 
marked as Defense Exhibit D-29 and attached to the record, 

Q I show you a picture marked as "Defense Exhibit D-30, 


for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that picture 


portrays? 


A That is the schoolhouse of La Gleize. 


Q Does the picture portray the condition of the school- 
house, as it reasonably existed, on or about the 23rd day of Dec- 
ember, 19)? 

A Yes. 

Q Look at the picture once again -~- was that truck pre- 
sent, on or about the 23rd day of December, 19)? 

A No, the truck was not there. 

Q With the exception of that truck, all of the physical 
conditions portrayed on that picture are those that existed on or 
about the 23rd day of December, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): If it please the court, 
we offer into evidence at this time, the document -- a photograph -- 


just identified by the witness, and ask that it be accepted into 
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y the court, marke 
e record, 
No objection, 

There being no objection, the exhibit offer- 
ed by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court, mark- 
ed as Defense Exhibit D-30 and attached to the record, 

Q I show you another picture, marked "Defense Exhibit D-31, 
for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that picture 
portrays? 

A Yes, that is the church of La Gleize -- and this is 
the part where the first shell hit the church (the witness pointed 
to the photograph) and this is the spot where T was sitting 
witness pointed arain to the photograph). 

DEFE! (Lieutenant Waller): Let the record show that 
the witness has indicated a place on the picture indicated as being 
the second colum of the picture, 


PROSECUTION: No objection. 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the record will 


so show, 

Q Do the physical conditions represented there reason- 
ably represent the conditions as they existed, of the church of 
La Gleize, on the 23rd day of December, 19)? 

A I saw -- I wasn't there any more after the first shell, 
I was only there when that hole was caused and after that I wasn't 
there any more. 

Q Well, does the picture reasonably represent the condi- 
tions -- the physical conditions -- of the church of La Gleize 
after the first shell hit? 

A Well, after the first shell hit, it didn't look like 


this -- there were wounded people lying all around and then they 





’ (Lieutenant Waller): T will off 
being. I would like to recall this witn 
later time, so, for the purpose of cross~examination, we will 
tender the witness to the prosecution at this time. 
PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): No cross~examination. 
DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense calls as its 


next witness, Miles Rulein and Lieutenant Waller, on behalf of 
> ’ 


the defense, will conduct the direct eé tination.’ 


RULBIN, a witness for the defense, was 


recalled and reminded that he was still under oath before the 


court, he then testified through the interpreter as follows: 
% DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lieutenant Walle~): 

Q Are you the same Miles W. Rulein that has previously 
testified before this court? 

A Yes. 

PROSECUTION: If the court Please, if the purpose of 
this witness is to state that these pictures were taken in June, 
1946, we will so stipulate. 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): All right, we will so 
stipulate with the prosecution, however, we have some further 
questions that we would like to develop from this wi tess. 

Q T show you Defense Exhibit D=2l and ask you what that 
sketch portrays? 

A That is a sketch of a plan of part of La Gleize. 

Q Would you bring that sketch up to the court here, please? 

(Whereupon the witness left the witness stand and brought 


the sketch to the court bench, as requested), 





Tes, it twists up this hill on this side (the witness 
pointed to the sketch) and comes into La Gleize at a "Yt here. 

Q Would you describe the road leaving La Gleize, towards 
Cheneux? 

A Yes, in coming in on this same road, you take the 
left hand side of the "Y" and swing around the Church and then 
you come into the Cheneux road, 

Q Is this the Cheneux road? 

A Yes. 

Q What does this road indicate, if you know? 

A All I know is that there is a lane that comes in 
at that point. 

Q That is a lane, rather than a road then, is that right? 
Yes. 

Are the symbols to Stoumont and Spa, proper, correct? 
Yes. 

Showing you Defense Exhibit D=28, will you place that 
photograph on the map, showing approximately that physical condi- 
tion that it portrays on this sketch? 

A Yes, that is a picture of the churchyard and of the 
entrance to it. 

Q I show you Defense Exhibit D-29, Will you place that 
picture on the sketch, showing the approximate physical condition 
that it represents? 


A Yes, 


Q T show you Defense Exhibit D-27, Will you Place that 


picture on the sketch, indicating the ap; roximate physical condi- 


tion that it represents? 





i (Lieutenant Waller): If the cor rt please, 
have all of the pictures been marked in their position on the 
sketch? 

LAW MEMBER: TI believe so, 

Q I show you Defense Exhibit D-26 and ask you from what 
position was that picture taken? 

A It was alone towards Stoumont, Looking across the 
valley to La Gleize, 

Q I show you "Defense Exhibit D-31, for identification" 
and ask you what, if anything, that picture portrays. 

A Yes, that is the interior of the church of La Gleize. 

Q Was that picture taken under your direction? 

A Yes. 

Q About when was that picture taken? 

A It was taken on June 25th, 196, T think it was taken 
in the afternoon. 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, we 
offer at this time the picture Just identified by this witness, 
previously marked "Defense Exhibit D-31, for identification", and 
ask that it be accepted into evidence by the court, marked as "De- 
fense Exhibit D-31" for attachment to the record. 

PROSECUTION: No objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, it will be accep- 
ted into evidence by the court, marked as Defense Exhibit D-31, 
and attached to the record. 

Q Can you describe the heirht of the surface of the ceme- 
tary, relative to the wall that surrounds it? 
A Yes, that wall is a retaining wall and the surface of 


the churchyard was sulistantially level with the top of the wall, 
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understand w 


Is there at any point, what would be 
side portion of this wall? 
A I don't ungerstand t you mean by "inside 
Well, is there a portion of this wall where 
vidual could be requested to stand against the wall -- 
back to the wall? 
A No, not in the churchyard. 
oO 


Q I show you "Defense Exhibit D-32, for identification", 


which represents a statement taken from Father Louis 


? 


do you recogn hat as the signature of the affiant? 
Yes, I do. 
Were you present at the taking of this statement? 
Yes, I was. 
On approximately what date was this statement taken? 
June llth, 196, 
And where was that statement taken? 
In the residence of the Priest in the tom of La Gleize. 
Who else was present at that time? 
Corporal George Converse as interpreter and Miss Betty 
Young, as stenographer. 
Q Who interrogated the affiant? 
A You did. 
DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): Let the recor? show that 
the witness has indicated Second Liaitenant Waller, We would like 
to offer at this time, if the court please, the exhibit previously 


marked "Defense Exhibit D-32, for identificatiori" and ask that it 


be accepted by the court into evidence, marked as "Defense Exhibit 





No objection, 
RESIDENT: There being no bjection, the exhib 


offered by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the 


court, marked as Defense Exhibit D-32 and attached to the re- 


SE (Lieutenant Waller): We ask the permission 
he court to rea statement into 
No objection. 
It may be read to the court, 
= (Lieutenant Waller If the court please, I 
will qualify two other statements before the recess and then we 
can read these into the record later this afternoon, if that is 
agreeable? 
LAW MEMBER: Yes, do that. 

Q I show you "Defense Exhibit D-33, for identification" 
and ask you — this represents the statement of Alfred Kruetz 5 = 
if you were present at the time this statement was taken? 

A Yes, I was. 

Where vas that statement taken? 


At La Gleize, Belgium. 


Q 

A 

Q Who else was present at the time that statement was taken? 
A 


Corporal George Converse, as interpreter, and Miss Betty 
Young, as typist. 
Q And by whom was that statement taken? 
This statement was taken by you. 
D NSE (Lieutenant Waller): Let the record show that 
the witness has indicated Second Lieutenant Waller, 
PROSECUTION: No objection. 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, let the record 





E (Lieutenant Waller): We offer into evidence 
at this time the exhibit just identified by the witness, previous- 
ly marked as "Defense Exhibit D-33, for identification", and ask 
that it be accepted into evidence by the court, and marked as "De- 
fense Exhibit D-33" for attachment to the record, 
PROSECUTION: No objection. 

There being no objection, the exhibit offer- 
ed by the defense will be accepted into evidence by t, mark- 
ed as Defense Exhibit D-33 and will be attached to the record, 

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): If the court please, we 
would like to reserve our right to object to these statements, 
insofar as the competency or relevancy of them is concerned, be- 
cause we haven't had time to read either one of them, 

PRESIDENT: The prosecution has that right reserved. 

Q I show you an exhibit marked "Defense Exhibit D-3h, 
for identification" and ask you if you were present at the time 
that that statement was taken? 

A Yes, I was. 


On what day was that taken? 


It was on June 15th, 196. 


And where was that taken? 

In the home of Madame _____» in La Gleize. 

By whom was that statement taken? 

By myself. 

And who acted as interpreter for you at that time? 

Corporal George Converse, 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): We offer at this time, 
the exhibit just identified by the witness and ask that. it be 


accepted into evidence by the court, marked as "Defense Exhibit 





D=3)\" for attachment to he record, 
jection, subject to the same reser- 
vation, if it please the court. 

PRESTD. : There being no objection, the exhibit just 
offered by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court, 
marked as Defense Exhibit D-3) and attached to the record, subject 
to the reservation that the prosecution may object at a later time, 

Q I show you a statement marked "Defense Exhibit D-35, for 
identification", which represents a statement taken from Armand 
Baldus. Were you present at the time that this statement was taken? 


A I was. 


Q By whom was that statement taken? 
A 


On what date was that statement taken? 

On June 16th, 196. 

And where was that statement taken? 

In La Gleize, Belgium, 

Q And who else was present at the time that this statement 
was taken? 
A Corporal George Converse, as interpreter. 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): The defense offers at this 
time the exhibit just identified by the witness and asks that it be 
accepted inte evidence by the court, marked as "Defense Exhibit D-35" 
and attached to the record. 

PROSECUTION: No objection, subject to the same reserva- 
tion, if it please the court, 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court, marked 


as Defense Exhibit D-35 and attached to the record. The prosecu- 
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tion having reserved its. right to object at a later ti 


will recess until 1330 hours, 


(Whereupon the court, on the 


recessed, to reconvene at 1330 hours.) 





#329-SR-7 /5-1 AFTERNOON SESSION 


(Whereupon Court reconvened at 1330 hours.) 
PRESIDENT: Court will come to order. 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the 
record show that all the members of the Court, all the 
members of the Prosecution, with the exception of Captain 
Byrne, who has been excused by verbal orders of the Com- 
manding General, all the members of the Defense, with the 
exception of Lieutenant Colonel Dwinell, Mr. Walters, Dr. 
leer, Dr. leiling, Dr. Pfister, Dr. Wieland, and Dr. 
Hertkorn, who are absent on business of the accused, all 
the defendants and the reporter are present. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense recalls Miles W. 
Rulien. 

MILES W. RULIEN, a witness recalled by the Defense, 
having been previously sworn, resumed the stand and testi- 
fied further through an interpreter as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed- 
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused. ) 

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is 
still under oath. 

LT. WAHLER: At this time the Defense requests 
permission to read its exhibits into evidence. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon Lt. Wahler proceeded to read Exhibit D-32 
as follows: 


» "La Gleize, Belgium 
11 dune 196. 


On the above date It. W, J. Wahler, in the 
presence of Mjss Betty Young, stenographer; Cpl. 
George M. Converse, interpreter; and Mr. Miles W. 
Rulien, investigator, interrogated the following 
named witness, whose statements have all been given 
under oath: 
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What is your name? 
Father Louis Desire Joseph Blokian. 


What religious denomination are you? 
Catholic. 


How long have you had this parrish at La Gleize, 
Belgium? 


Nine years. 


Do you recall during the month of December 19); the 
occupation of La Gleize by German soldiers? 
Yes. 


During the occupation of LaGleize by the German armed 
forces did you remain in your parrish in La Gleize? 
Yes. 


Did you take refuge while the tow of La Gleize was 
under seige? 
Yes. 


When did you take refuge? 
On Monday, 18 December \),, at 1:45, when the Germans 
entered La Gleize, 


Where did you take refuge? 
In the cellar of the house of Arthur George. 


Who were present in the cellar at this time? 

Mr. George's family. Others arrived later, but at the 
present time I don't recall their names. On Tuesday 

all the people living around the parrish came to refuge in 
the cellar, There was also a German refugee there. 


When you went into the cellar was there a lot of artillery 
from American forces being fired into La Gleize? 
No. 


Was La Gleize ever under fire from American forces? 
Yes, beginning on Tuesday. 


When the Germans came into La Gleize on Monday were 
there any Americans in the village at that time? 
No. 


When was the first time that you heard of American 
prisoners of war being brought to La Gleize? 

I don't know exactly. It was probably Wednesday, or 
Thursday, 


Where is Mr. George's home located with relation to the 
church? 
About 30 meters away, on the main road of La Gleize. 


How long did you remain in the cellar before you left 
it? 


I left it about 4:30 on Monday, just as it was beginning 
to get dark. 
2020 
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And where did you go? 
To the Communal House which was inhabited by the 
teacher. 


How long did you remain there? 
Five minutes. 


Where is the Communal House located with relation to 
the church? 
Across the s treet. 


In order to get to the Communal House you had to walk 
along the road past the cement wall surrounding the 
church? 

I followed the road along the cemetery, inside the wall, 
between the cemetery and the church. 


As you walked along the road to Mr. George's house to the 
entrance to the cemetery, did you look down the road? 
Yes, but there was a lot of rifle fire and we hurried. 


Did you see anything as you looked down this road? 
Nothing special, There were Germans there, as there 
was everywhere, 


Did you at that time see the bodies of any American 
soldiers lying on the road? 
No. 


When did you again return to Mr. George's home? 
Perhaps 10 minutes at the most. 


Where did you go when you arrived at Mr. George's home 
the second time? 
To the cellar. 


How long did you remain in the cellar the second time? 
Until about 10 o'clock on Tuesday, in the morning. 


Did you leave the cellar at that time? 

Yes, I went to the kitchen which was at the top of the 
stairs, The Germans were there, and the people of the 
house were there, making coffee. 


And what did you do, Father? 
I just looked and went back into the cellar. 


When did leave the cellar again, if at all? 
alt'De 


Sunday, cember )), 

And where did you go this time? 

We looked all about. ‘he Americans were there. I 
went up to the village and then back to my house. The 
American commander was in the last house of the village 
and was still doing a lot of phoning. I asked him 
where we should go, lie said te go towards Stoumont. 


Did you go to Stoumont? 
No, + went back to my people, in order to tell them, 
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And then what did you do? 

We were given the order to evacuate, that we were 
to get our things together and that automobiles 
would come to get us at )} o'clock. 


What, if anything else, did you do? 

I went to my house. We remained there watching the 
troops. I was asked to go around the village to 
assemble the people. 


Did you ever leave la Gleize? 
Yes, on the jth. 


How long did you remain away? 
Until the following Saturday, the 30th of D,cember. 
I returned once during the period that we were gone. 


When was that? 
Wednesday or Thursday, We buried a small boy who had 
died while we were away, 


“pat did he die from, Father? 
The boy died from influenza. 


Between the period of 18 Dec and 2h, Dec, up to the 
time that you left the village of La Gleize, did you 
ever see the bodies of any dead American soldiers 
lying in La Gleize? 

No. 


During this period of time, Father, what was your 
church being used for? 

As a hospital. I suppose the soldiers also took 
shelter there. 


Were these soldiers that you speak of American or 
German? 
German. 


Do you know if there were any wounded American 
soldiers lying in this clmrch? 
People have told me there were. 


Were these American soldiers being treated by the 
Germans? 
I don't think so. 


Did you ever examine the wall surrounding the church 
for bullet holes? 

About a year later when an investigation was made by 
the Americans. 


Did you look at the wall? 
Yes. 


When you examined the wall, Father, did you notice 
any marks which could have been made by bullets from 
small arms fire? 
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Tk #329-7/5-S*-5 No, it does not seem to me. There are marks, but 
don't appear to be from small arms, and certainly 
not from mass firing. 


By mass firing do you mean machine gun fire, and 
machine pistols? 
Yes. No proving marks were visible. 


Did you examine the outside wall of your schoolhouse? 
Partially, yes. 


Did you see any marks that could have been caused by 
small arms fire on that wall? 
Noe 


At any time, Father, did you see the bodies of 
American soldiers in the tow‘ 

No, except those I told you that had been burned in 
tanks. I had seen only one body in a tank. The 
body was so burned that it could not be extracted 
from the tank. I saw helmets of American soldiers 
with holes and brain matter inside. 


Where were these helmets found? 

In a small path at the end of the church property, 
which is a small field about 50 meters from the 
church. 


How many helmets did you see? 
One with brain matter in it, and the other with a 
hole in it. 


Father, your church is in the center of the cemetery, 
is that right? 
Yes. 


While you were in the cellar, from Monday 18 December 
ly t411 Sunday 2h December 1, did you at any time 
hear the moaning or groaning of human beings? 

No. I heard cries, but they were from people in 

the village who were calling to see if we were there. 


Then they were not cries in the sense that we use the 
word. They were one individual calling to another? 
Yes. 


(signed) Louis Desire Joseph Blokian 
Father Louis Desire Joseph Blokian 
La Gleize, Belgium 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this llth day of June 
196 


(signed) W. J. Wahler, JAGD 
2nd Lt. W. J. Wahler, JAGD 
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/ Ind Tk #329 


"I, Corporal Converse, 223531), being first duly 
sworn, state: That I truly translated the oath ad- 
ministered by 2nd Lt. WW. J. Wahler to Father Louis 
Desire Joseph Blokian, and that thereupon he made 
and subscribed the foregoing statement in his own 
handwriting in my presence. 


(signed) Cpl. George Converse 
Cpl George Converse 


I, Cpl George Converse, ))223531,, being first duly 
Sworn, state that the foregoing is a true and correct 
translation of the sworn testimony of Father Louis 
Desire Joseph Blokian given at LaGleize on the llth of 
dune, 1946, to the best of my ability. 


(signed) Cpl George Converse 
Cpl George Converse 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June 
196, by the above affiant, Cpl George Converse. 


(signed) W. J. Wahler, JAG 
2nd Lt W. J, Wahler, JAG") 


(Whereupon Exhibit D-33 was translated and read in 
the German language by the interpreter.) 





DEFENSE (LT, WAHIER): This is Defense Exhibit, D-33: 


"laGleize, Belgium, 
11 June 1946, 


"I, ALFRED KREUTZ, being duly sworn on my oath, depose and say: 


"I am 49 years oldend live in LaGleize with my wife and 
family. On the 18th of December 1944 I took refuge ina 
cellar in a house located on the top of a hill on the outskirts 
of LaGleize. I stayed there until the following Friday morning. 
During this time, between Monday and Friday, I left the cellar 
several times to go to my own house to see that everything was 
all right. My house is located about 30 or 40 meters from the 
cellar in which I took refuge. I then got orders on Fridey 
morning at 7:50, from the termans to go on a detail to carry 
mattresses from various places in the town to the cellar in 
which I was staying. The Germans took this cellar as a place 
for their wounded. I finished this about 10:50 and was 
relieved from the detail. 


"The Germans told me that I had to find a new place to 
stay, so I went to a house close to the church and on my way 
I found my wife and two children behind a hedge. I took them 
and we went to this house, All this time we were running be- 
cause there was @ great deal of firing going on in laGleize. 
The Germans came to the house in wiich I was staying and told 
us we had to move because it was not safe for us to remain in 
this section of the town because of the heavy firing. I asked 
them to get me a new shelter. They then asked me where I 
wanted to go. I told then that I would like to go to the 
church, where they then took me. We went into the church and 
sat down in one corner ona bench. At this time there were 
about 15 wounded German soldiers in the church, and ons wounded 
American who the Germans were treating. Later in the day, 
however, many more German soldiers were brought into the church. 
We steyed here until Saturday at 4:30, when we were moved 
because of the heavy shelling of the church. We went to a 
small shed belong to Mr. Lambert, about 25 meters from tho 
church. We stayed thore until 3:30 in the morning (Sunday), 
and then fled through the fields to a small woods in the 
valley below the villages. We left there at 7:30 in the morn- 
ing. We tried to. cross the fields, but the firing was too 
heavy and we returned to the woods. Thon at 10:30 we heard 
someone call, I looked and saw two American soldiers. They 
helped us and took us to the road, and told us to go to the 
civilian station where there was aide 


"During the whole period of time that I have heretofor 
described I did not see any bodies of dead American soldiers. 


(Signed) A. Kreutz 
Alfred Kreutz 


"Subscribed and sworn to me this llth day of June 1946; 


(Oigned) Ww J. feb ler 

and Lt. We J. or 
"I, Opl Georg Converse, 42255314, being first duly sworn, 
state; that I truly translated the oath administered by 


2nd Lt, Wed. Wahler to Alfred Kreutz, and that there upon 
he made and subscribed the foregoing statement in his ow 
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handwriting. 


Ta-330 (Signed) Cpl. Georges Converse 


sh-2 Cpl George Converse. 


"I, Cpl George Converse, 42235514, being first duly sworn, 
state that the foregoing is a true and correct translation 
of the sworn testimony of Alfred Kreutz given at LaGleize 
on the llth day of June 1946, to the best of my ability. 


(signed) Cpl. George Converse 


"Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June 
1946. 


(signed) WwW. J. Wahler 
2nd Lt. JAGD 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.) 
DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): This is Defense Exhibit D-34: 


"La Gleize, 15 June 1946, 


"I, Mme, MARTA GREGOIRE, being first duly sworn, on oath 
aver- 


"That I was and am now a resident of laGleize, I was such 
a resident during the time of December, 1944: that when 
the Germans re-entered the village of IaGleize on the 

date of 18 Decanber 1946, I with several other persons 
took refuge from the firing in a celler, such refuge 
proved unsafe and we took refuge in the celler of the 
church which was used by the Germans as a hospital, that 
while living in the refuge in the church we saw three 
wounded American soldiers treated in the German hospital 
therein; that one of said American soldiers, being badly 
wounded in both legs, died: that the body of said American 
soldier was taken outside of the church, that while at the 
church and moving around the church and environs, when 
safe, I never saw the body of any other American soldier, 
nor have I any knowledge of the non-combat shooting of any 
American soldier, nor have I heard of any such non-combat 
shooting of any American soldier by the Germans during the 
month of December, 1944, 


FURTHER AFIANT SAYETH NOT, 


(Signed) Maria Gregoire 
la Gleize 


"Subscribed and sworn to before me this lfth day of June, 
AD. 1946, 


(Signed) Miles W. Rulien 


Miles W.Rulien, D=152257, Ped 


2826 





Tae330 

sh-3 "I, Cpl George Converse, ASN 42235314, being first duly 
sworn, State: That I truly translated the oath 
administered by Miles W. Rulion to Maria Gregoire, and 
that thereupon she made and subscribed the foregoing 
statement in her own handwriting in my preseme. 


(Signed) Cpl. George Converse 
42235314 


"I, Cpl George Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn, 
state that the forgoing is a true and correct translation 
of the sworn testimony of Maria Gregoire givenat LaGleize 
on the 15 day of June 1946 made to the best of my ability. 


(Signed) Cpl. George Converse 
42235314 


“Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June 
1946 by the above affiant, Cpl Georg Converse. 


(Signed) W. J. Wahler 
2nd Lt. JAG 


(Whereupon the statement wis read in German by the interpreter.) 


DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): This is Defense Exhibit D-35: 


"IaGleize, 15 June 1946, 


"I, M, ARMAND BALTUS, being first duly sworn, on my oath 
aver- 

That I am a resident of LlaGleize, Belgium, that I was 
such a resident during the month of December 1946, that 
on December 18, 1946, when the germans entered the village 
of La Gleize, as above stated, my family and I took 
refuge from the dangers of battle in a nearby celler and 
when this proved to be too dangerous in not offering much 
protection, my family and I fled to the stone church, 
This church was used by the Germans as a hospital and 
wounded American soldiers were cared for there end I saw 
that this was so, I know of no American soldier of this 
time whowas shot other than in combat. I know of no 
American soldier who was shot at the wall of the cemetary 
and church, and if that had been done, I would have known 
about it, being right there at the time. 


"PURTHER AFIANT SAYRTH NOT. 
(Signed) Armand Baltus 


"SUBSCRIBRD AND sworn to before mo this 15th day of JUNE,A.D, 
1946. 


(Signed) Miles W. Rulien 


Miles W. Rulien, D-152267 ,P=5, 





Ta-330 
she4 


"I, Cpl George Converse, 42255314, being first duly sworn, 
state; That I truly translated the oath administered by 
Miles W. Rulien to Armand Baltus, and that thereupon he 
made and subscribed the foregoing statement in his own 
handwriting in my presence. 


(Signed) Cpl. George Converse 
42235514 
"I, George Converse, 42255314, being first duly sworn, 
state that the foregoing is a true and correct translation 
of the sworn testimony of Armand Baltus given at LaGleize 
on the 15th day of June 1946, to the best of my ability. 


(Signed) Cpl. George Converse 
42235314 


"Sbuscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June 
by the above affiant, Cpl. George Converse. 


(Signed) Wilbert J. J. Wahler 
@nd Lt. ik 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.) 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER); 
Q Mr. Rulien, how large a village is LaGleize? 
About fifty buildings, I guess, 
What is the approximate population of the village? 
I imagine about three hundred. 
How many churches are there in the village of LaGleize? 
Just one, 
DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): ‘That is all, your witness. 
PROSECUTION: No cross examination, 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none, 
the witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the excused witness withdrew.) 
DEFENSE: The defense calls as its next witness Lt. Wilbert 
J. J. Wahler. Gol. Sutton, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct 
the direct examination, 
LT. WILBERT J. J. WARLER, oalled as a witness for the Defense, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows: 


(Lt, Wahler - Dir ect) 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 


Q State your name to the Court, 
A Wilbert J. J. Wahler 
Whet is your present assignment? 
T am one of the assistant defense counsels. 
In what case are you connected with? 
With the Malmedy trial. 
DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON): It is requested that the reporter 
mark this document D-36 for identification, 
(Whereupon the dcoument referred to was marked Defense Rxhibit 
D-36 for identification by the reporter.) 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON); 
Q I will hand you a document and ask you if you can identify 
A I can, 
Q What is it? 
A That is a statement taken under oath from one of the accused, 
Fritz Gebauer. 
Who took that statement? 


I took it - I took that statement. 


Q 

A 

Q “hat is the date on the statement? 
A 


That statement wis taken on the 29th day of June 1946, 

DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON): I offer Defense Exhibit D-36 
for identification in evidence, 

PROSECUTION: Was that being offered just for identifica- 
tion or was it... 

DEFENSE (LT, COL. SUTTON): Offered in evidence, 

PROSECUTION: Proseoution objects to it as not being the 
best evidence, te the Court please, if that affidavit is admissible 


(Wahler - Direct) 


2628 





Ta=-330 then they can testify through affidavit on any number of items. They 
sh-6 
can come along with a parade of affidavits from all of these accused. 
PRESIDENT: The spectators will keep their seats and the 


Court will be closed. 


(Whereupon the Court took a short recess.) 


(Lt. Wahler - Dir ect) 





urs) 
Court is open an 
com to ordere 
LAW i The Court has considered the admission 

of Sxnibit D-36 for Identification and & also considered a simil- 
ar ruling made by the Court with respect to a ssion of statements 
made by the accused. Jn the instant case the statement offered for 
admission into evidence was made by the accused after the commence- 
nt of the trial and,undor the principle of the best evidence rule, 


not considered admissible at this tine. The accused is in court, 


he has the privilege of taking the stand and then does not deprive 


the prosecution of its privilege of cross examination. The instant 
case is not similar to the case in which a statement of an accused 

was admitted. The former case being one where the statement was taken 
at Schwaibish Hall on benslf of the Prosecution and then introduced 
into the Court by the Defense. The objection to the admission of 

the statement in evidence is sustained. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Col. Sutton): May I ask the 
Court's indulgence for just a moment? 

(Whereupon Col. Sutton, Col. Sllis and the witness 
confer.) 

DEFENSE COWS Does tho Prosecution wish to cross 
examine the witness? 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and resumed his 
seat at the Counsel Table.) 

DEFSNSS COUNSEL: The Defense recalls as its next 
witness Hans Buchnan. Lt. Wahler on behaif of the defense will 
conduct the direct examination. 

PROSECUTION: The witness is advised ho is stil! um- 


der oatne 
HANS BUCHMAN, recalled as a witness for the Dofense, tosti- 


fied further through an interpreter as follows: 
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dre you the sa ar . n that h heretofore 
testified before this court? 
Yes 
Q nm the 18th day of Dece 4, you tastified that 
you were in the village of LaGleize, is that correct? 
A Yase 
Q About 


LaGloize. 
Ba tween two and three 
4nd where did you go when you ived in the village 


of LaGleize? 

A @ stopped in our SP near the wall of the cemeterye 

Q 4nd with relation to th church, about how far from 
the vicinity of the church? 

A About ten meters. 

Q Can you show us on Defense Hxhibit D-24 tho approxi- 
mate position that you assuned when you stopped in LaGleize? Would 
you come up here? 

(Wherevpon tho witness, Lt. Wahler and Mr. Blowits 
with the interpreter approached the court bench.) 


A In front of this gate. (Indicating). 


Q Will you take the stend again, please? How long did 


you remain in this position? 

A For one houre 

Q And what did you do during this pariod of time? 

A fost of the time ye were sitting on our SPW and dur- 
ing the time-when the fighter bombers attack took place we took 


shelter. 


& What other vehicles were present at the time, if ayt 
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About ten. 
Q During the period of tim thet you were parked ad- 
Jacent to the cemetery yall, did you at any time seo any American 


soldiers? 


“} During this period of time did you at any time see 
the bodies of any Amorican soldiors? 
No. 
About what time did you leave this position? 
Tovards four o'clock in the afternoon. 
4nd where did you go at that time? 
drove in the diréction of Chenaux in our SPW. 
Eow far is Chenaux from LeGieizet 
I don't Inow thate 
On the road between LeGleizo and Chenaux did you at 


Amorican soldiors? 


you at any time see bodios of any American sol- 


diers? 


you go to the village of Chanaux? 


far from the villape did you go? 
I don't Inow, but I did not drive all the way alone. 
4 bout how far from LeGleize did you travel? 
I don't Imow that eithor. Maybe four ilometers. 


Did you at any other time return to Lagleizot 


In the morning of the 19th. Barly in the norning of 


4nd where did you go at that time? 


We left LaGleize wat noon, in the direction of Stoumont. 
¢ " 
(Suchnan - redirect) 2039 





hours « 
During that period of time did you ever see any Amrican 


soldicrs? 


Q In what portion of the village did you stop at that 
time or during that period of tims? 
A In tho center of the village where the big main road ise 
Q And during that period of time did you ever see any 
A™erican soldiers? 
A Noe 
hat time did you leave LaGleize that day? 
In the afternoon between three and fow o'clock. 
Where did you go then? 
On the road in the direction of Stoumond. 
Did you ever return to LaGleize at any other time? 
Yes, on the 2lste 
Q About what time of the day or night did you return to 
LaGleize! 
A At about three o'clock in the afternoon. 
Q In what section of the village did you go at that time? 
A We came fron the dirootion of tho castle of “townont and 
arrived at the schoolhouse in LaGleize. 
Q When what did you do! 
A We then went through the village wmtil ve reached 
_ the cross roads of Spa and we took water in one house there and 
spent the nizht theroe 
Q Yas the village wmder attack at that time from the 
American forcest 
Noe 
How long did you remdin in LaGloize? 


Until the break out at two o'clock in the night of 


(Buchman + redirect) 
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NT: Tell the witness to talk a little mre 
loudly, please. 

Q During the period of time that you wre in LaGleize, 
at this time was the villace at any time wmder fire from American 
forces* 

Artillory fires 

On what dates did that conmence? 
INTERPRE TR: Did you say commence? 
Yese 


It must havebeen during the night of the 21st to the 


And how long did thet artillery fires continue? 
It was continued up to the break of--when ve left La 
Q During the period of time that you have just des- 
eribed, did you at any time see American soldiers in the villace 
of LaGloize? 
A Noe 
Q Did you see the bodies of any American soldiers 
lying arowmd in LaGleize? 
A Noe 
Q What type of work did you do at the time? 
A I was the leader of the radio troop. 
Q Radio or telephone? 
A Telephone troops 
DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Wahler): No further direct. 
Your witnesss ‘ 
PROSECUTION: No cross examination. 
PRES IDENT: Any question? by the Court? Apparently 
none; the witness is excused.e 
(Whereupon the witness was excused ani withdrew 


from the cour troome) 


ie 
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ness Fritz Villecke. L ahler, on behalf of the defense, will 
conduct the direct examination. 

FRITZ WILLECKS, recalled as a witness for the Defense, hav- 
ing been previously swrn, testified further through an interpreter 
as follows? 

PROSECUTION: Tho witness is reminded he is still 
under oath. 


A Yes. REDIRUCT SXAWINATION 


QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSZL (Lt. Wahlter): 


Q 4re you the same Fritz Willecke that has heretofore 
testified before this cow? 
A Yess 
you ever in the village of LaGleize? 
Yes. 
When was tho first time you were there? 
Late in the afternoon of th 21st. 
How long did you remain in LaGleize? 
Up to the 24th at two o'olook when we retired. 


And where were you located in the village of LaGleize at this 


We had our first aid station in the Priest's houses 
Q Where did you keep the younded? 
A Fart of them was in the church and part of them was 
accommodated in the cellers of LaGloize. 
Q ‘ere there any American wounded at the time in IaGloize? 
A I cannot tell with certaintye 
Q How often did you go to the Church in LaGleize? 


A I continuously wnt from the Priest's house to the 


church and back wtil we retireds 
Q 4t any time that you had been in the vicinity of the 


chureh did you at any time see any American soldiers? 
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y helped use Ons--+) 
& id they treat the wounded during the period of tire 
that you were in LaGjeizet 
A I cannot say that with certainty since I had to take 
caro of the wounded in the church and those tyo mediog were in the 
first aid station in the priest's houses 
alk a little louder, so the acoused can hear you, 
and the court, if you will, please? 
A Yess 
last time you saw these medics? 
afternoon o 2 23rd. 
y didn'+ you sees them after that? 
IRPRETER: Why did you see then? 
Yhy didn't youe 


Tom't te11 you that exactly. I don't remember thet 


Did you at any time see the bodies of any dead Anori- 
can soldiers in or near ths churchyard or tho ceretery in LaGleizo? 
No, not a single one, 
Did you ever see any in front of the church wall? 
NOe 
DEFENSE COINSEL (Lt. Wahler}: ‘That is all, if the 
Court please. 
PROSECUTION: No.cross examination. 
PRIS IDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Vahler): Do you want to adjourn 
now, sir, or do you want to go ahead with another witness? 
RXAMINATION BY THE couRT 
Do you lmow if a wounded American died 


in the church? 


(Willicke - rediroct) 
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im my ba covered himself 


American and he knows that exact. 


COUNSEL (Lt. Wahler): 


tion, please? Is that Kurt Eberle? 


A black hair. Can't names 


Did you ever go t schoolhouse? 
ou go aroud the schoolhouse, across th the church? 


went around to the schoolhouse. 


questions by the Court’ Ap- 
parently none is excused. 


(Whereupon the witmess was ox 


used and withdrew 


from the courtroom.) 


(qitl icke-re direct) 





(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours.) 
PRESIDENT; Take seats, The Court will come to order, 
PROSECUTION; If the Court please, let the record show that 
4ll members of the Court, all members of the Prosecution, with the 
exception of Captain Byrne, who has been excused on verbal orders 
of the Commanding General, all members of the Defense, with the 
exception of Lt Col Bwinell, Mr, Walters, Dr, Wieland and Dr. 
Hertkorn, who are absent on business of the Defense, all the 
defendants and the Reporter are present, 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witness 
Frits Koesener, Lt, Wahler on behalf of the Defense will conduct 
the diredt examination, 
FRITZ KOESSNER, called as a witness for the Defense, was duly 
sworn and testified through an Interpreter as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and to the accused.) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Wahler): 
Q What is your name, please? 
A Fritz Koessner. 
Q During the period December 16, 1944 and January 16, 1945, 
were you a member, did you participate in the Bifel Offensive? 
A Yes. 
Q What organization were you a member of during that period 
of time? 
a 9th Company, 3rd Bn., 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment. 
Q At that time was the 2nd Regiment--strike that. At that 
time was your company attached to the lst Panzer Regiment? 
A . Yes. 
Q During the period of this offensive were you at any tine 


in the village of La Gleize? 
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Yes. 
On what date were you in the Village of La Gleize? 
The first time on the 18th. 
How long were you in La Gleize at that time? 
We only passed through, 
Where did you go to at that time? 
Cheneux. 
Q About what time of day were you in La Gleize on 18 day of 
December 19447 
A 1400 hours. 
How long did you remain in La Gleize at that time? 
We passed through, 
Do you recall the church in La Gleize? 
Yes. 
Did you at that time pass by the church in La Gleize? 
Yes. 
About what time of day did you pass by the church? 
1400 hours. 


At that time, did you at any time see any American soldiers? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
4 
Q 
a 


No. 
Q Did you ever see any bodies of American soldiers lying in 
or around the vicinity of the church in La Gleize? 
A No. 
‘Did you reach the Village of Cheneux? 
Yes. 
About what time of day did you reach Cheneux? 
I don't know the exact time, but it was dark already. 
Q In the course of traveling between Cheneux and La Gleize 
did you see any American soldiers? 


A No. 


(Koessner ~- Direct) 





Q Did you at any time see any bodies of American soldiers 
lying either in the fields or along the highway as you traveled 
between La Gleize and Cheneux? 

Wo. 

When did you return to La Gleize? 

It was on the night of 18 to 19, 

How long did you remain in La Gleize at this time? 
30 minutes, 

Where did you go at that time? 

In the direction of Stoumont, 


Did you ever return to La Gleize after the night of 18 


No. 

Q Drawing your attention to on or about the 22nd day of 
December 1944, where were you at that time? 

4 Between Stoumont and La Gleize. 
What, if anything, happened at that time? 
We were only lying in position on the right side of the 
Were you under fire at that time? 
Yes. 
What, if anything, happened to you? 
I was wounded. 
About what time of day were you wounded? 
2000 hours. 
Where were you taken after you were wounded? 
To the church in La Gleize. 
On what day was that? 
That was on the morning of the 23rd. 
What time in the morning? 


Two o'clock, 
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When you were brought to the church in La Gleize were 


there any other wounded German soldipng 4 the church? 
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Q 


Yes, 


Approximately how many would you say were in the church 


at that time? 


A 


Q 


church? 


Q 


were in? 


medics or 


A 


ecrerereren re 
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About a hundred, 


Were there any American soldiers at that time in the 


Yes. 

Do you know how many there were in the church? 
I only saw one. 

Was this soldier wounded or not? 

Yes, he was wounded, 


Where was he in the church relative to the position you 


He was lying next to me. 


How long did this wounded American soldier lie next to 


Until 4 p.m, 

Was this wounded American soldier being treated by German 
not? 

Yes, he was treated. 

Do you know what was wrong with this American soldier? 
He had a leg injury. 

When was the last time you saw this American soldier? 
When the church was shot up. 

And then what happened, if you know? 

I didn't see him any more after that. 

What happened to you? 


I got out of the church, I was still able to run, 


Where did you go? 
Into a house. 
Where was that house located with relation to the church? 


Ss A. 
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A In a westerly direction. 
Q Did you at any time while you were hospitalized in the 
church at La Gleize witnees the shooting of any American soldiers? 
A No. 
Q Did you see any other American soldiers in the Villiage of 
La Gleize during the period that you were in the village? 
A No. 
LT WAHLER; That is all. 
PROSECUTION: No cross examination. 
PRESIDENT; Any questions by the Court. Apparently none, 
the witness is excused, 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
court room.) 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witness 
Franz Wagner. Lt Wahler on behalf of the defense will conduct the 
direct examination. 
FRANZ WAGNER, called as a witness for the Defense, was duly 
sworn and testified through an Interpreter as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpmted to the German counsel and to the accused, ) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lt Wahler); 
Q What is your name, please? 
A Wagner, Franz. 
Qg Did you participate in the Eifel Campaign during the period 
December 16, 1944 and January 16, 1945? 
A Yes. 
Q What was your organization at that time? 
A Heavy Panzer Bn. 501. 
Q Was the Heavy Panzer Bn, 501 a part of the lst SS Regiment 


during the period of this offensive? 


A IT don't quite understand, 
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Q 


Was your company and battalion attached to the Peiper 


Regiment during the period of the offensive? 


A 
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Q 


Not the company. 

Was the battalion? 

Yes. 

During the Hifel Offensive were you ever in La Gleize? 
Yes. 

When did you first arrive in the Village of La Gleize? 
On the night from 18 to 19. 

How long did you remain in La Gleize? 

Until the night of the 23rd. 


When did you first arrive in La Gleize—when you first 


arrived there what portion of the village did you first go to? 


A 
Q 


I can't say, around the church, 
Will you come up here please? 


(Whereupon the witness left the witness stand and walked 


up to the Court's bench.) 


Q 


Looking at this sketch, can you say the approximate place 


that you took up position? This is Defense! exhibit 24, 


A 


This is the road from Stavelot? 


Correct. 


We drove along here and around the church here (pointing). 


Approximately what vicinity did you take up? Can you tell 


The first one was here (indicating on sketch). 
When was that? 

That was on December 19 in the morning. 

How long did you remain there? 


Until night, until evening. 


() Wagner - Direct) 





Q And then where did you go? 
A Then together with a section leader I went along this 
village road (indicating) and into a second road over here. 
Q How long did you remain in that position? 
Until morning of the next day, 
And then where did you go? 
We returned then again to our quarters. 
What job did you perform in the Village of Le Gleize? 
No. 
Do you understand the question? 
Whether I was in position in Le Gleize? 
Q No, what was your job while you were in the Village of 
La Gleize? 
A Guarding prisoners, 
When were you first appointed to guarding prisoners? 
On the 20th. 
How many prisoners were you detailed to guard? 
Fifty to a hundred, 
Where were these prisonerk kept under guard? 
In the cellar. 


Where was this cellar located? 


rFeorere-re 


It was in a restaurant. 
Q With relation to the church, in what portion of the 
village was this restaurant? 
a Coming from Stayelot on the right. 
About how far from the church? 
100 meters, 
How long were you on duty to guard prisoners? 
I kept on being relieved. 
How long did your tour of duty last? 


Two to three hours. 
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Q 


How long were you off duty? 
That depended. 

?Well, approximately? 

Two to three hours, 


During this period of time were any of your prisoners 


that you were guarding detailed to carry out duties for German 


units in the town of La Gleize? 


Q 


Yes. 

How many times to your knowledge were details sent out? 
Two or three times, 

How many men were detailed? 

Prisoners? 

Yes. 

Four or five men. 


When this detail had completed its work did they return 


to the callar or not? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


During the period that you guarded prisoners were any of 


your prisoners missing, found to be missing? 


A 


A 
Q 


I beg your pardon. 
LT WAHLER; Will you read the question to hig, Mr. Barton, 


(Whereupon the Reporter read the last question.) 


Missing? 


When you started out with your prisoners how many did you 


have-~strike that last question. 


There were about 30 of them. 

Did you receive any more prisoners to guard? 
Yes. 

How many more? 

It got up to 50 to 100. 

When did you leave La Gleize? 


On the 23rd to 24th. 





Q 4nd the last time that you saw the American prisoners 
how many did you have at that time? 
A Fifty to a hundred. 
Q Were they the same prisoners that you had been guarding 
all the time? 
A Yes. 
Q Do you know whether or not any American soldiers were shot 
in the town of La Gleize? 
A No. 
Q Did you ever see any bodies of American soldiers in La 
Gleize? 
A No. 
LT WAHLER: That is all, if the Court please. 
PROSECUTION: No cross examination. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none, 
the witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
court room.) 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witness 
Herbert Ostocke. Lt Wehler on behalf of the Defense will conduct 
the examination, 
HERBERT OSTOCKE, called as a witness for the Defense, was duly 
Sworn, and testified through an Interpreter as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and to the accused.) 
DIREOT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Wahler): 
Q What is your name, please? 
A Herbert Ostocke, , 
Q Did you participate in the Hifel Offensive during the period 


December 16, 1944, to January 16, 19457 


2077 
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A 
Regiment. 


Q 


Yes. 
What company were you a member of at that time? 


I belonged to the Headquarters Company of the 2nd 


On or about 21 day of December 1944 were you in the Village 


of La Gleize? 


Q 


Yes. 
How long did you remain in the Village of La Gleize? 
Until the end. 


Where did your company establish its headquarters in La 


Next to the church. 


Where were you during this period of time while you were 


in La Gleize? 


A 
Q 


I was standing with my radio tank next to the church, 


During the period that you were in La Gleize did you ever 


see any American soldiers? 


A 


ereererere pe? oe 


Yes. 

Where did you see them and when did you see them? 

On the 22nd about Noon they buried our dead in the cemetery 
How many did you see at this time? 

Three to four men, 

Did you at any time see these American soldiers mistreated? 
No. 

How long were you in a position to see these Americans? 
For about half an hour, 

Do you know what happened to them? 

No. 


Did you ever see any other American soldiers in the Village 


of La Gleigo? 


(Dstocke: 
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A No. 

Q Did you ever see any bodies of American soldiers in La 
Gleize during the period that you were in the village? 

A No. 

LT WAHLER: That is all. 
PROSECUTION: No cross examination, 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER; 

Q Of what Headquarters Company were you a member? 

A 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment. Might I add that during 
the action I was in the 2nd Bn. 

Q Was that Headquarters Company of the 2nd Bn. or the Head- 
quarters Company of the Regiment? 

A Of the regiment. 

PRESIDENT; Any other questions? Apparently none, the witness 
is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
court room.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense recalls as its next witness 
Ernst Grafmeller. Lt Wahler on behalf of the Defense will conduct 
the exemination. 

ERNST GRAFMUELLER, a witness for the Defense, having been previ ous~ 
ly sworn, took the stand and testified further through an Interpreter 
as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, anewers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and to the accused.) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Wahler): 


PROSECUTION: The witness ie reminded that he is sti11 


under oath. 
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THE WITNESS; Yes, 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Wahler): 

Q Are you the same Ernst Grafmueller who has hefetofore 
testified before this Court? 

A Yes. 

Q On or about 22nd day of December 1944 were you in the 
Village of Le Gleize? 

A Yes. 

Q Whereabouts were you at this time in the village? 

A I was in the OP of Unterscharfuehrer Pfalzer, who was my 
Platoon leader, 

Q Whereabouts in the village was the OP maintained? 

A It wes in the road next to the cross roads in the 


direction of Stoumont and Spa. 


(Grafmueller - Redirect) 





Tk #333-SR-7/5-1 Q On that day were the German forces under 


attack from the American forces? 
A Yes. 


About what time of the day did the attack 


A The attack commenced with artillery barrage 
from one P.M. until four. 

Q Did you at that time receive any orders from 
your commanding officer? 

A Well, that depends on what orders they are. 

Q Well, did you receive any orders from your 
commanding officers at that time? 

A Well, when the alarm was sounded that tanks 
were approaching, my platoon leader gave me the order to 
go in my tank and make the road secure. 

Q And what did you do then? 

A I went out in my tank and remained in the tank 
until the attack was over. 

Q Where was your tank at this time? 

A It was standing on the right side of the house 


on the road. 


Q Do you know the accused Schwambach? 
A 


Yes. 
The accused Rodenburg? 
Yes. 
Do you know where they were during the period of 
this attack? 
A I didn't see them but they certainly were in the 
C.P.: of Pfalzer. 
Q Do you know the accused Weiss? 
A Yes. 


2851 
(Grafmeller-Redirect) 





Tk 


/333-SR-7/5-2 
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Do you know where he was? 

Yes, he was standing next to a Mark IV Tank 
while I was in my tank, this tank being located diagonally 
across from mine. 

Q luring the period of this attack you have just 
described, do you know whether or not any American soldiers 
infiltrated within the village? 

A No, I didn't see any, 

Q Did you ever hear of any infiltrating within 
the village? 

A No, but I do know that they were at some parts 
of the town. 

Q Did you at any time see Guenther Weiss fire 
upon any American soldiers? 

A No, I didn't see that. 

Q During the period of time that you were posted 
in the position that you have just heretofore described, 
did you see any American prisoners of war? 

A No. 

Q Did you ever witness the shooting of American 
soldiers during the period af time that you were posted as 
you have previously described here? 

A No. 

LT. WAHLER: That is all, if the Court please. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): 
Q On the 22nd of December, did you see Guenther 


Weiss every minute of the afternoon? 


(Grafrmeller-Reecross ) 


2852 





r s 


Tx #333-SR-7/5-3 A I saw Guenther Weiss during the attack 
I was on my tank. 

Q Can you estimate the length of time you saw 
Guenther Weiss? 

A While I was sitting in the tank I was always 
looking across from the tope 

a Will you repeat the answer, please? 

A I did not always look out of the tank. I looked 
through the periscope and I could not see everything that way. 

MR. ELOWITZ: That is all. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAHLER): 

Q ‘hen the attack was over, did you at any time 
see the bodies of any American soldiers in the vicinity where 
you were posted? 

A No, I wouldn't remember. 

Q Can you describe the combat condition as it 
existed during the period of this attack? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you do so? 

A At one o'clock the Americans started the attack 
with artillery preparation. After about two hours, the 
Infantry, together with tanks, proceeded to attack La Gleize. 

Q What else happened thereafter’ 

A There was a security chain around La Gleize and 
We were assigned to this chain for security purposes and 
the outside lines resisted ‘the attack ani repulsed it, 


Q From what sides was La Gleize being attacked at 


(Grafmueller-Redirect) 
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La Gyeize was attacked from every side, mainly 

the right, where the tmks came from. 

Q Do you know approximately how far the main 

of enemy attack was? 

A How far away from La Gleize? 

Yes. 

No, I don't know that, I didn't see it. 

LT. WAHLER: That is all, if the Court please. 

PROSECUTION: Just a moment, please. 

MR. ELOWITZ: No further questions. 

PRESIDENT: Questions by the Court? Apparently 
not, the witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 
the courtroom. ) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense calls as its next 
witness Rolf Mobius. Dy. Leer, on behalf of the Defense, 
will conduct the direct examination. 

ROLF MOBIUS, a witness called by the Defense, after 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter 
as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.) 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. LEER): 
Q Give your full name to the Court. 


Rolf Mobius. 


A 
Q tour former rank? 
A 


8S Captain. 


(Mobius-Direct) 
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Tk #333-S-7/5-5 C Your former unit? 

A Heavy tank battalion 501. 

Q Do you remember the time of the Ardennes 
Offensive? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you get to La Gleize in the course of 
this offensive at one time? 

A Yes. 

us 

Q Can you tell Arhen you got to La Gleize? 

A I got to La Gleize on December 19th. 

Q Can you give us the time of day? 

A It was in the late hours of the afternoon. 

Q Do you know whether any particular person was 
put in charge of the welfare of the prisoners of war in 
La Gleize? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you tell us who it was and what the condi- 
tions were? 

A Colonel Peiper instructed Lieutenant Von 
Westerhagen to appoint one man to be responsible for the 
welfare and supply of the prisoners. 

Q Do you know when that was? 

A December 20th. 

Q Do you know when the first prisoners came to 
La Gleize? 

A The first prisoners came to La Gleize on the 
20th of December. 

Q Could it not be possible that prisoners were 


taken from Stoumont to La Gleize as early as the 19th? 
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CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, 
we object to the question as clearly leading. 

LAW MEMBER: Rephrase your question, It 
is a leading question. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. LEER): 

Q Were any prisoners taken to La Gleize from 
Stoumont before the 20th? 

A Yes. 

DR. LEER: Is this answer acceptable or am 
I to rephrase the question again? 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, German 
counsel continually lead and suggest the answers. If 
we are going to stick to the rules, let us have somebody 
do it or let us have them do it. ‘The Prosecution does 
not desire to be unreasonable but they continually suggest 
important answers to these witnesses. 

DR. LEER: To that I can only say that this is 
the first time that I was told this by the Prosecution, and 
that it was an error of mine that I put a leading question. 
I furthermore have myself made objections when a leading 
question was put by the Prosecution. It seems that this 
kind of thing happens. It was not my intention. I apolo- 
gize and I might perhaps rephrase the question. 

PRESIDENT: Very well, proceed. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. LEER)s 
Q On what occasion was this one man put in charge 


of the prisoners? 


‘ 


A At the time the different tasks were assigned 


to the various officers in general. 
Q Did any reports come in from that man concerning 
the execution of that order? 
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Tk #333-SR-7/5-7 hi fficer candidate Miller, who was in 
charge of this order reported that it had been executed 
and had made continuous reports as to how the prisoners 
were doing and continually approached Colonel Peiper with 
questions concerning those prisoners. 

Q Were any orders issued in these talks concern- 
ing the supply of food? 

A The food problem was the most serious one and 
was solved by us making use of our own rations as well as 
those of the civilian population in order to feed both us 
and the prisoners. 

Q Do you know how many prisoners there were in 
La Gleize? 

A There were 100 orl20. 

Q Do you know whether anybody was shot in 
La Gleize, any other prisoners or any of your own men? 

A I know of one case where one man prepared to 
desert and was shot after trial by summary court. 

Q Do you know whether the prisoners did work? 

A The prisoners were not ordered to do any 
work. All that they might have done is help build 
supports for their quarters for their om securitye 

Q You said that there was one man shot who 
had prepared to desert. Was that a German or an 
American prisoner? 

A That was a German soldier. 

Q Do you know of any pisoners being killed 


by artillery fire? 
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A The officer candidate who was in charge of 
the prisoners reported after one artillery attack that 
due to one direct hit, three or four prisoners had been 
killed among them, one or two officers. 

Q Was anything said about the way fighting 
would be done in the Ardennes Offensive prior to the 
Ardennes offensive? 

A We were told that in this offensive, which 
would make use of the surprise element, speed was es- 
sential, that we should not bother about anything such 
as lost vehicles, that the only thing that was important 
to us was to conquer space rapidly. 

Q Did you hear any hints made prior to the 
offensive concerning the treatment of prisoners and 
civilians? 

A We oriented our men to the effect that we’ 
were in a different theater from the East, that we were 
getting into combat with an enemy whose fair methods of 
combat were known to us and that we would behave in the 
same manner towards him. 

Q Did you ever find out that something unusual 
happened at any particular point in the advance of the 
Ardennes offensive? 

A Colonel Peiper asked me in La Gleize, very 
excitedly, whether I knew that American prisoners were 
supposed to have been shot. I told him, "No, I don't 
know anything about it," and asked him whether they 


were supposed to have been members of the regiments 


(Mobius-Direct ) 


2858 





Colonel Peiper answered no, but that he would follow this 
matter up. He was very excited and annoyed by this report 
which he had received. 


DR. LEER: No further questions. 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKE? )s 
2 When was this that you had this conversation 
with Peiper, when he was so excited and concerne:!? 
A That was in La Gleize. I can't say the day 
exactly. 
Well, what day did you get to La Gleize? 


I got to La Gleize on the 19th. 


& 
A 
Q Was that the same night? 
A 


Noe 

Q Was it the next day? 

A I can't say for sure. 

Q Do you think it was the 21st? As a matter 
of fact, it happened about two o'clock in the afternoon 
on the 22nd, did it not? 

A No, I don't know, 

Q Well, will you swear that it did not happen 
at two o'clock on the 22nd? 

A I cannot swear to its having been at two 
o'clock in the afternoon on the 22nd and I cannot swear 
to it being at any time of the day or any other day or 
what time such a conversation took place. 

Q Are you sure it did not take place here at 


Dachau? 
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A I saw Colonel Paiper for the fi 
the surrender today, 

Q Your 501st Heavy Tank Battalion and the tank 
of the lst SS Panzer Regiment were the only tanks in 
Peiper's Combat Group, is that not true? 

A His tanks, the tanks of his regiments and the 
tanks from the 50lst Panzer Battalion, 

Q Your battalion did not even go by the cross- 
roads where these Americans were killed, north of Engels- 
dorf, did it? 

A We passed by at night. 

Q You did go by that crossroads then? 

A I didn't see it myself. I got into Engelsdorf 
twelve o'clock midnight. 

Q Do you remember entering a main road about four 
kilometers north of Engelsdorf, at which point you made a 
left turn? 

A I did come up across a high terrain and did 
turn into a road, 

Q Was that approximately three or four kilometers 
north of Engelsdorf? 

DR. LEER: Might I raise the objection that I 
did not ask about E,gelsdorf or the crossroads on direct 


examination? 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER): 


Q Before you reached Engelsdorf, were you 
travelling with the rest of your battalion, that is, the 


other vehicles in the 501st Heavy Tank? 





DEFENSE (DR. I8ER): The same objection again. Ths ques- 
tion concerns Engelsdorf and I did not question him about Engelsdorf 
in the direct examination, 

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): If the Court please, the 
witness has testified on direct examination about the conversation 
he had with the accused Peiper, relative to what happened at the 
Cross-Road. At least it was implied in the witness! answer that 
that was the first he knew about it. At the very least we feel we 
have a right to cross examine the witness on that score, to test 
his credibility. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 

PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER): Please read the last ques- 
tion, Miss Reporter? 

REPORTER: "Before you reached Engelsdorf, were you travel- 
ing with the rest of your battalion, that is, the other vehicles in 
the 501st heavy tank? 

QUESTIONS -BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKRR): 

A Yes. 

Q In other words, you were not separated from the other tanks 
in your battalion before you reached Engelsdorf? 

A I was separated fram the point, and I - with the point of 
my company- drove with my battalion. 

Q I don't understand your answer, WeYyou riding with your 
battalion or were you not riding with them? 

A With mine, yess 

Q And you traveled to a good, hard surface road fron high 
ground as you approached Engelsdorf, is that right? 

A I get on to the main road from Engelsdorf to Malmedy. 

Q Now, what was your particular duty in IaGleize, with 
respect to these prisoners? 


A I had no duties concerning the prisoners. 


_& You didn't receive any orders or instructions relative to 
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Nothing, 

How often did you visit them? 

Nevers 

You never saw than at all? 

I only saw the prisonerstaken to the C.P. of Col, Peipers 
Whom did you see taken to the C.P. of Col. Peiper? 

The then Major McGown was taken into the C.P. of Col, Peiper. 
Who else? 

Two or three officers. 


Ani those are the only prisoners of war youever saw in 


That is the only ones I saw. I didn't see any others. 
Of the others, I knew that they were present, because I heard the 
report that they were quartersd in the cellar. 

Q Now, what I am trying to find out is what you know your- 
self and what you found out from other people. Now, you only saw 
Major McGown and these other two or three officers - other officers- 
they are the only prisoners you ever saw in LaGleize? 

Those were the ones who were put before Col. Peiper. 

And on what date was that? 

Different days; they weren't oaptured at the same time, 

Were you present when they captured - when they were cap- 
tured? 


Noe 


Well, how do you know that they were captured on different 


A Because they were introduced on differ ent days from Col, 


Peiper, who found them, 


Q Don't you know, as a matter of fact, that Major McGown 


Moebius - Cross) 
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paid sevoral visits 

A I was there twice when he was in Peiper's C.P. 

Q You say that before the offensive started you cautioned 
your men, or explained to your men that you weren't fighting in 
the East any longer, that you were facing a fair enemy, and that 
they were to fight accordingly? Is that right? 

A Yese 

Q You were a firm believer in these fair methods of fight 

were you not, from both sides? 

Yes. 

Q Is that the reason you joined the Allgemeine S$ in 1931, 

you were a nationel of Austria? 

DEFENSE (DR. IGER): I should like to object to that. I 
think the question put by the Prosecution in cross examination are 
going a little bit too far. 

LAW MEMBER; Wheat is the purpose of this? 

PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER): To show his background 
and the interest or lack of interest in this law suit, please the 
Courte 

DEFENSE (DR. LEER): In that case you could ask questions 
about everything every time, because both the Prosecution and Defense 
could ask questions about anything that would not be at all connece 
ted with the cases Nevertheless, until now the rules have been 


applied ina fairly strict sense to both sides, 


PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): If the Court please, we 


respectfully insist that the background of any witress may be gone 
into by either side to test his interest in the law suit, to test 
his credibility, and certainly the background of this witness is 
something the Court siouli be interested in, especially since he 
Appears here as an advocate of these fair methods of fightinge 


(Moebius = Cross) 





I belisve the 
to the form of the question, lbwiver, there is no reason why the 
Prosecution cannot esk him a direct question - "Were you a member 
of the Allegemeins ss", or "Wore you a member in 1931?" so as to 
tie in the alleged interest, 
PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUNACKER); I withdraw the question 
and will rephrase it. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACK ER) s 
2 In 1931, were you an Austrian citizen? 
A Yess 
In 1931 did you become a member of the Allegemsine 38? 
Yese 


From 1933 to 1938 the SS wac outlawed in Austria, was it 


Yes, it was not allowed. 
And in 1938, after the Germans took Austria, you immediately 
became a Captain in the Weffen-88, did you not? 
A Nos 
Q “hat did you becane? 
A A recruit in the Waffen-gs, 
And then how long did it tale you to attain your conmission? 
I became an officer on April 20, 1940, 


DEFENSE: May it please the Court, I would like to inquire 


if the questions have any bearing on this case, that have just been 


concluded? They have no bearing in the issues in this case whatso- 
ever, as to the outlawing of this organization in Austria. 

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): I think that is a matter 
for the Court to decide, as to whether or not a man with the back- 
ground of this witness appears before this Court as an entirely 
disinterested, unbiased witness, 


(Moebius - Cross) 





I request that opinion of the Court and not the 
Prosecutions 
LAW MEMBER: Ina case such as this, it is up to the Court 
to place its own opinion, and the Court will place whatever value it 
deems proper, But certainly, background questions can be asked the 
witnesses, whether they are brought out on direct examination or 
not, in order to show direct bias or interest. Whether or not these 
questions elicited such an answer is entirely up to the Court. 
PRESIDENT; Any other questions by the Defense? 
DEFENSE: Nothing further from the Defense. 
Any questions by the Court? Apparently none, 
the witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the excused witness withdrew. 
DEFENSE: The Defense recalls as its next witness Gerhard 
Wella. Mr. Strong, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the direct 
examination, 
GERHARD WALLA, recalled as a witness for the Defense, testified 
further through an interpreter as follows: 
PROSECUTION; The witness is reminded that he is still 
under oath. 
REDIRECT BXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): 
Q Walla, are you the same Gerhard Walla who testified in 
this court previously? 


A Yess 


Q Can you tell us to what military unit you belonged during 


the so-called Bifel Offensive in December 19447 
A Headquarters Company, let Battalion, 
Q Who was your Oompany Commander? 
A Lt, Bucheim,. 
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And who was 
Major Poetschke,. 
Walla, where were you on the 22nd of Decomber 19447 
A In LeGleizes. 
Q Will you tell us a little more exactly what particular 
part of laGleize you were in? 
A Yes, on the 22nd I was in the cellar of the schoolhouse 
of LaGleize. 
2 What was the purpose of your being in that particular 
cellar? 
4 It was a heavy artillery barrage in the town, so I stayed 
in the cellar, 
Yhere was Major Poetschke's command post? 
In the cellar of that school. 
Q Do you remember who was present in that Command Post in 
the morning of December 22nd? 
A Yes. 
Q Will you te11 us who was present? 
A Lt. Col. Peiper was in-the (.P, with Major Poetschke, 2nd 
Lt, Ritzer, 2nd Lt. Steininger, lst Lt. Rumpf, 
Q If you talked with Untersturmfuehrer Ritzer, do you mean 
Rolf Ritzer who is an accused in the present trial? 
Yess 


What was the talk about? 


A 
8 
4a The general situation was talked abouts 
Q 


Do you remember whether Oborsturmfuehrer Rumpf said any 
thing to either Col, Peiper or Major Poetschke? ; 
A Yess 
Q Will you tell us what he told them? 
a Ist Lt. Rumpf told Lt. Col, Poiper that there was one man 


(Walla - Redirect) 
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pany who had left his 
What did Poetschke and Peiper say? 
Peiper said this man had to be shot, 
Q Were there any definite arrangements made at that time 
about the execution? 
No, 
What did Rumpf do after he made this report to Peiper? 
He left the C.P, 
Do you remember what happened afterwards? 
Afterwards Major Poetschke called 1st Lt. Rumpf. 
How much afterwards, would you say? 
About three or four minutes, 


What happened then? 


After, at that time, RKumpf wasn't there any more, and 


after awhile 2nd Lt. Hennecke entered the C.P. 

Q When you speak about Hennecke, do you mean the accused 
Hennecks in this trial? 

A Yess 

2 What did either Peiper or Poetschke tell Hennecke when 
he reported? 

A After Hennecke entered, Lt. Col. Peiper told him to tell 
Rumpf to form an execution detail for this one man who had left 
his position and taken off his insignia, and this detail was to 
report to Hennecke in the cellar, 

Q Was there any reason given for the execution detail to 
report to Hennecks's Comani Post? 

A The execution was to take placg and the C.P, -- only the 
detail was supposed to report to the C,P. 

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG); I am afraid the witness misunder- 
stood the question. 
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fas there any reason why the execution detail reported 
to Hennecke's C.P. instead of reporting to Poetschke's O.P.? 
A Yes, because there ws no room in our C.P, Our C.Pevas 
filled upe 
Q What did Hennecke do when he received these orders? 
A He left the C.P. 
q Did he ever report back, and if so, when? 
A He reported back about five minutes later and reported 
the execution of the order. 
Q Yas anything additioal said to Hemecke at that time? 
A Yes. After Hemecke reported back to the C.P., Major 
Poetschke gave him another order to send an execution detail from 
his Company. 
Q For what purpose? 
A I don't know thate 
Q Did you hear the order given by Poetschke to Hennecke? 
A Yese 
Q Did Poetschke say to Hennecke what the shooting commando 
was for? 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, this is leading the 
man considerably, and he has been doing it all along, We object. 
PRESIDENT: Objection sustaineds 
DEFENSE (MR. STRONG); I withdraw the question, 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG); 
Q Have you heard tho conversation between Postschle and 
Hennecke? 


A I only heard the order that Poetschke gave Hennecke, 


Q Would you try to repeat this order as verbatim as possible? 


A Well, Poetschke said, "Hennecke, you will furnish @ detail 
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from your Company", and then 
of one nonecom and five men, 

Q Did Poetschke say for what purpose the shooting commando 
was to be used? 

A Noe 

2 Was there anything said in this connection about prisoners 
of war? s 

No, 

Are you sure about this? 

PROSECUTION; If the Court please... 

DEFENSE (MR, STRONG: I withdraw the question, 

BY DEFENSE (WR. STRONG): 

How close were you to Hennecke and Poetschke when this 
conversation took place? 

A About a meter and a half to two meters. 

Q How big was the entire cellar? 

A About three by four meterse 

Q Were you at any time, during the morning hours of the 
22nd of December 1944, absent from the C.P, of Poetschke? 

A No. 

Q Did the accused Ritzer at any time during these morning 
hours transmit any kind of order from either Peiper or Poetschke 
to Hennecke? 

A No oral orders, I would have heard verbal aders if any 
had been given. 

Q Did you see him transmitting any written orders? 

A No, I didn't see that, 

Q I will read to you now from a statement signed by the 
defendant Hennecke, dated the 13th day of March 1946, Prosecution's 
Exhibit P-76, in the record: "After I had passed this order to Rumpf, 
I returned to Obersturmfuehrer Peiper and reported to him that I had 
(Walla - Redirect) 
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executed his order, I cannot recall any more with which words 
did this, On this occasion Untersturmfuehrer Ritzer ordered to 
this dispatch for the same shooting an execution detail from my 
Company too. Here too, I aan remember the exact words. Untersturm 
fuehrer Ritzer told me, 'Hein, you too dispatch one detail, one none 
com and a few men for the shooting’. Hein is a nickname which I am 
called by my friends". 
Now, I will ask you Walla, is this statement correct inso- 
far as it refers tothe transmittal of orders by Ritzer? 
A No. 
Q I read to you further, Walla, a statement by the accused 
Ritzer, on the 20th day of March 1946, Prosecution Exhibit P-115: 
"I was told during the oral interrogation that Unter sturmfuehrer 
Hennecke claims that I have given him such an order, to furnish a 
shooting detail from his Company. As these events happened fifteen 
months ago, and as things in the offensive took place which I 
naturally attached more importance to, and therefore remained 
better in my memory, I can only repeat that I cannot remember any 
longers It is possible, however, that Hennecke's claim, as des- 
cribed above, conformed with the facts". 
I ask you now, once more, whether Ritzer made eny remark 
or transmitted any order of any kind on that day to Hennecke? 
A Noe 
Q If he would have transmitted such an order, would you 
have heard it? 
PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWITZ): Just a moment - please the 
Court - we object to thet question, It has been asked three or 
four times under different phraseology and it has been answered 
by the witness that he didn't hear it. I am sure the witness 
doesn't know of such an order, as he would have heard it had it 
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been given, because he testified that he didn't hear any such orders 


DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): I tried to bring out the distance 
this witness was away from Ritzer and Poetschke and Hennecke, and 
the size of the cellar. And I believe, after I confronted this wit- 
ness with the statements of the accused Ritzer, 1 should be permitted 
to ask such questions as whether he would havo heard such statement, 
whether it would have been made. 

PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWITZ: ‘Then ask what distance he was 
from Ritzere 

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG); That question has been asked, 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 

QESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): 

2 If this order would have been transmitted from Ritzer to 
Hennecks, would you have heard it? 

A Yess 

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): No further questions. 
REOROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWITZ)+ 

Q What wore your duties in Poetschka's C.P,? 

A I was & runner and driver of the commanding officer's 
vehicles 

Q And when you were not running messages, did you have no 
duties whatsoever? 

A Now 

Q You just sat at the C.P.? 

A Yess 

Q Now, you were asked on direct examination for several 
conclusions, I direct your attention toa fact, that you said 
Peiper told Hennecke the execution detail would be furnished by 
Rumpf, was to report to Hennecke's C,P, because there was no room 


(Walla = Reoross) 
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How do 
I heard thats 
Who stated that? 
Major Poetschke, 
Do you recall the exact words he said? 
Yess 
Vhat did he sy? 

A First, Major Poetschke gave Hennecke the order to send 
the execution detail - I don't remember the exact strength of the 
execution detail, but he then added about the detail -- well, I 
don't know which detail you are talking about now, the first or 
secom... 

Q But when Poetschke first told Hennecke and Rumpf to get 
a detail of his own C.P., he hadn't given Hemecks a detail to get 
of his own, did he? 

A I didn't say that at all, about the first detail. It 
was Col, Peiper who gave Hennecke the order to be transmitted to 
Rumpf and not Poetschke, 

Q Then Poetschke is the man who told Hennecke to send a 
detail to his C.P., because there ws no room at Poetschke's C.P., 
is that right? 

A Yese 
Q Then how did Hennecke know to tell that to Rumpf, when 
it was Peiper who first gave the orders to Hennecke to tell Rumpf 


to furnish an execution detail? 


DEFENSE (MR. STRONG); I objeot to that question on the 


simple grounds that it is difficult language, that it is for somee 
vody who is nee layman, who has a very trained mind to understand 
that question, I think maybe Prossoution would be able to put the 
question in somewhat simpler form) 


(Walle = Recross) 





SLOWiTZ): I will rephrese the question, 
SSTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWiTZ): 

Q How was it possible for Hennecke to inform Rumpf to send 

his execution detail to Hennecke's C.P, instead of Poetschke's C.P.? 
I didu't understand that question. 

Q All right, we will go back to the beginning. You stated 
previously that Posetschke told Hennecke to send the execution detail 
to his C.P,, Hermecke's 0.P. instead of Poetschke's, because there 
was no room in Poetschke's C.P, Don't you understand that question? 
Do we have to get down to sentences? 

A I am not quite clear about this question, 

Q Did you or did you not state that it was Poetschke who 
gave Hennecke the order to have the execution detail report to 
Hennecke's C.P.? 

A No, I didn't, 

Q You did not state that? 

A I testified that in the first execution detail, the exeou- 
tion detail was to report to Hennecke's 0.P. , but not the second 
detail, 

Q And when I asked you how you knew that there was no room, 
you said you heard it, is that carrect? Don't you understand that 
que stion? 


A Noe 


PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): Will the reporter please road 


the last question, 

(Whereupon the reporter did as directed.) 

A Because I was in there myself. 

Q And you stated you heard Poetschke state that to Hennecke, 
did you not? 

A Yeose 
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Q And it was Poetschke who gave Hennecke the order to furnish 
an execution detail from his company, is that correct? 

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG); I object to that question, because 
the witness has testified exactly the opposibe before. 

LAW MEMBER: He just answered the question "yes", just nows 

PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWITZ): I will put it differently. 
VESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWITZ): 

Q And Foetschke did not give Hennecke the order to get an 
execution deteil until after he had returned fran the errand and 
informed Rumpf to furnish one from his own Company, is that correct? 

A Well, I can only repeat, the first time Lt, Col, Poiper 
gave the order to furnish an execution detail and told Hennecke to 
transmit that order to Rumpf, and then he reported back in. And 
aiter he had reported back, Major Poetschke gave him the order to 
furnish a shooting detail from his own Companys 

Q Will you repeat that answer? 


Yese 


A 
Q Now you stated that Obersturmfushrer Rumpf brought the 


char ges ageinst the man fran his Company when he reported to the 
0.P, Is that right? 
A Yese 
Q And can you explain why an execution detail was ordered 
to be furnished before the man was tried? 
DEFENSE (MR. STRONG: I object. That is & question wich 
certainly calls for a conclusion or opinion, 
PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWITZ): The witness was just asked to 
explain that, if he could, 
DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): It undoubtedly calls for an opinion, 
Undoubtedly, a'messenger isn't asked for an opinion on orders given 


by his suvoriorse 
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The objection is sustained. 
QUESTIONS BY BROSECUTION (MR. BLOWITZ): 

Q Do you remember when Hennecke reported a short time later 
to the C.P. and stated that the detail from tho 9th Company was 
ready? 

A No, he only reported back in order to state that he had 
transmitted the order to lst Lt. Rumpf, not that the detail was 
ready. 

Q Were you present at the C.P, a short time later, when 
Untersturmfuehrer Hennecke reported back and stated that the detail 
of the 9th Company wes reedy? 

A Noe 

PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWTZ); That is all. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG); 

Q When you testified on direct examination, Walla, that 
Poetachke told Hennecke to have Rumpf's execution commando to report 
at Hemecke's Command Post, did you refer, to the first or second 
execution commando? 

A In the Command Post of Poetschke, not in the Command Post 
of Hennecke» 

Q When you stated in direct examination that Poetschke told 
Hennecke to have an execution commando report in Hennecke's Command 
Post, now does that refer to the first or the second execution 
commando? 

From the first detail, 

After Hennecke received this order, did he return? 

Yose 

What did he say? 

He had received the order to transmit this order to Rumpf 


(Wella - Redirect? 
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sh-16 and when he came back he reported that he had transmitted the order 


Did he report anything else? 

Noe 

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): No further questions, 

DEFENSE; Nothing further from the Defense. 

PROSECUTION; No further questions. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none, 
the witness is excused. 

The Court will adjourn until 0830 tomorrow morning, 


(Whereupon at 1718 hours the Court recessed.) 


(Walla - Redirect) 





LORN ING SESS JON 
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours.) 


PRESIDENT: Take seats. The Court will come to 


PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show 
that all menbers of tho court, all wembers of the Prosecution with 
the exception of Captain Byrne, who has been excused by verbal or- 
ders of tha COmmanding General, all members of tha Defense, with 
the exception of Lt. Wahler, My. ‘alters, Dr. Leer, who are absent 
on business of the Defense, all of the Defendants, and the Reporter 
are presente 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls Kurt Plohmann, a 
Prosecution witness. kr. Strong, on behalf of the Defense, will 
conduct the (irect examination. 

KURT PLOHMANN, called as a witness for the Defense, was 
sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRSCT GXAMINATION 

QUSSTIONS BY DSFENSH COUNSEL: (de. Strong)s 

Q Plohmann, are you the same Plohmann who testified in 
this court on 6-2-46, Record pares 1419 and 1420? 

A Yess 

Q Do you remember where you were in the days from 20 
to 22 December 19447 


A Yes. 


Q Where? 
A 


I was in LaGleize during these days. 

Q Who was your tank commander at that time? 

4 During the first days in LaGleize I didn't have a tank 
scmmandane: Our tank had been Imocked out in Stavelot and during 
those days--and most of these days I spent in the headquarters of 
the first companye 


2817 


(Plohmann - direct) 





Ana 


A In the even hours of 
to the tank of Sct.Drexler. 


Q Do you renember yhether or not Drexler received any 
on December 21 or 22 in connection with prisoners of war? 

No. 

Q Did you, while you were in LaGloize, loarn about any 
orders transmitted to Drexler in connection with such prisoners? 
4s long as I was in LaGleize I mow nothing about ite 

How long did you stay in LaGioize? 

4 Until the break out in LaGleize in the morning of the 
remained theres 
Q Did you at any tim during your stay in LaGieize 

any dead bodies of Americans in the neighborhood of Drexler's 

tan k? 

Noe 

Would you have seen them if they would have been there? 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): I object to that as 
calling for a conclusion of tho witnoss. 

PRESIDENT: Objection sustained. 

Were you, during your stay in LaCleize, in the imm- 
diate neighborhood of Drexler's tank? 

PROSSCUTION: (Capt. Shumacker) If the court please, 
we object to that as teing a leading question; telling the witness 
where he wase 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Mr. Strong): I will reframe the ques- 
tions Vere you in a position, Plohmann, to observe the bodies, if 
any, in tho immediete meighborhood of Drexler's tani® 

PROSSCUTION (Capt. Shumacker): If the court please, 
we object to that as also calling for a conclusion of the witness. 
We would suggest, if it please the court, that the witness tell 


the court where he was during his entire stay in Lagleize and let 
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these observations 
2 COUNSE), (0%. Strone): If it pleases the 

Court, I dom't think that last question is a leading one. I an 

merely trying to find out where the witness was and whether or 

not he was in a position to observe. 

LAW MEMBER: It is not being objected to on the growmd 
that it is a leading question, it is being objected to on the ground 
it is a conclusion. It calls for a conclusion. hy don't you re- 
phrase your question’ Just ask him where he was,and the court will 
find out if ho was in that position. 

QUESTIONS BY DSFENSS COUNSEL (Mr. Strong): 

Q 411 you teil us, Plohmann, where you spent your time 
from the evening of Decenber 21, 1944, to the morning hours of De- 
cember 24, 1944, when you left LaGleize? 

A During those days I was noxt to the tank of Sgt. 
Drexler. 

Q Plohmann, did you at any time during your stay in La 
Gleize, observe any bodies of At™ericans behind the school or in the 
school yard? 

A Noe 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (ly. Strong): Your witmesse 

CROSS SXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Blowitz): 

Q Plohmann, when were you behind the school in LaGleize?® 

A I was behind the school in LaGjeize on the first few 
days, that is, on the 19th and 20th. 

Q And you ware never behind the school after that? 

4 No, I was elsewhero with Sgt. Mrexler then. I had 
no chance any more to go behind the school. 

Q Didn't you take your tank with you when you 


behind the school? 
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iNT: Any questions by the Court? 
SXAMIMAL ION BY THE COURT 
ER: You say you were with Droxler's tant 
the time? ‘hen you were behind the school, was the tank there 
that time? 
Drexler's tank, that was three to four hundred eters 
away from the school. I didn't get to the school then. 
That is alle 
RESIDENT: Any other qu ions by tho Court? 
DEFENSS COUNSEL (Mr. Strong) May I ask anothe 
question? 
PRES IDENT: 3o ahead. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Np. Strong): 
Q Plohnann, when did you join Drexler's tank crew? 
PROSECUTION: ( We object to that as alroady having been 
asked and answred. 
A I was assigned to Sgt. Drexler's tank in the evening 
hours of the 21st. 


4nd when were you in the school yard, before or after- 


Beforee 
PRESIDENT: Any other questions? 
PROSECUTION: No further cross examination. 
LAV MEMRER: Yes, I have a question. 
INATION BY THY COIRT 
Q When you first reached LaGleize, where wre yout 
4 When I first cams to LaGloize I was in tho company 


headquarters with the lst company, in the school at LaGleize. 
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in the vicinity of the school 
you reached LaGloize mtil you joined the tani® 

Yes 

That is ail. 
fhe witness 
iiness 
the courtroor +) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense recalls as its next wit- 
ness Klaus Schneider. re Strong, on lf of the Defense, will 
conduct the direct oxamination. 

KLAUS SCHEBIDER, recalled as 
ing been previously svorn, was @xan 
through an interpreter as follows: 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QSSTIONS BY DERINSH COUNSEL (i. Strong 
PROSECUTION: ‘The witness is reminded he is still m- 
der oathe 
Q 4re you the same Klaus Schneider who testified before 
court on tho third day of Jyne, 1945, Record pags 1164? 
4 Yess 
Q Will you teil us whero you were in the days ‘of 20th 
December 1944 up to 24 December 1944. 

In Yannee 

hen did you enter anne? 

In the morning hours between ten and twelve o'cloolk. 

How many tanks were with you? 

Four tanks. 


In whose tank were yout 


A Twas in the tank of Sgt. Priuger. 


Q Can you tell us who the commander of the otha tanks wore? 
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the Mark 
ander < 
Lt. Heubeck. 
Schneider, yc ) er yow testimony whict 
incidents in which 
accused Bersin d.Trettin are involved, do you? 
Yose 


roximats ly a 


darlmess fell on the 20th of Decomber. 


ite about it, that it was on December 207 


Q As far as you know, wore the accused Sternebeck already 
in Yanne at that time? 

To my Imowledge he wasn't there. 

Q Did you have an opportunity during 20 December 1944, 
to observe the crewof the Mark IV tank which you just mentioned? 

A Yes. 

Q i11 you tell us when and yhere? 

A hen we drove into Wanne from the village outside of 
Stavelot, 2nd Lt. Heubeck in charge of their four tanks and 
he pulled ths Mark IV tank which had bogged dow in a muddy field 
out with our tanke 
Q 4nd did you at that time have an opportumity to see 
the members or the crews of the Mark IV tank? 

A Yess 

Did you sse among them the accused Sternebeol? 

4 I didn't know Sternebeck at that time yet and I can't 

renember who. the comnandant wage 


You know the accused Sternebeck now? 


Yes. 
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PRESIDENT: Sternebsck stand 
411 you look at the accused Sterneteclk, Schneider, and 
tell me, to the best of your m ry, whether you believe that you 
BAW 8 man among the crew of the Marl IV tank about whom you 
jwt spoke? 
was not an officers 
COUNSEL (Mr. Strong): No further questions. 
2g CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 
Q Schneider, you don't know whetha Sternebegk was in 
anne on the afternoon of the 20th or not, do you? 
4 Noe 


PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): Nothing furthers 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUISTIONS BY DSFENSE COUNSEL (Mr. Strong): 
Q Schneider, how many times all together wore you in 
Wane on the afternoon of the 20th? 
A Four times. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL (lr. Strong): That is alle 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUSSTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker ): 
Q That time did you get to Wane? 
A In the morning hours, between ten and trelve. 
Q And when you got there, where did you go? 
We went to school, where our crew had their quarterse 
Is that where you stayed? 


Yose 


Did you stay there all afternoon? 


Yes, 


g So, when you say there wore only four tanks in Vianne, 
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No, there vere not at th 

hat company were these tanks from? 

The three Panzers were from ths Ist company, and the 
Mark IV, that tank I don't know where it was frome 

4nd these wre the only four tm ks y' 

Yose 

There could have been another tank in Wanne that you 
did not 

That is possible. 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): Nothing further. 

PRESIDENTS Any questions by the Court? Apparontly 

witness is excusode 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense recalls as its next 
witness Josef Zitzelsberper. Mr. Strong, on behalf of the Defense, 
will conduct the redirect examination, and Captain Narvid has a 
few questions as to isolated instances. 

JOSHF ZITZELSBERGOR, recalled as a witness for the Defense, 

having been previously sworn, tostified further through an inter- 
preter as follows: 


PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is still under 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUSSTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Mr. Strong): 
Q Are you the same Josof Zitzelsberger who testified 
before in this court? 
A Yese 
Q {11 you tell us where you were between 19th December, 
1944 and 24th December 1944? 


& I arrived in LaGleize on the 19th of December 1944 and 


(Zitsolberger - redizect) 


2604 





To what company did you be lor 
First company of the Panzer regi 
Who was the platoon leader? 
Tech Sgt. Strehlowe 
was your tank commander? 
Sgt» Drexler. 
here did your tan! stand in LaG@loizet? 
Near the road fork going towards Stour . 


ere there any other tanks standing next to or 


The first few days Sgt. Strehlow and his tank vere 


next to us» and after the attack of Stoumont Sete Knappisch ar- 


rived with his tank. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Q 


hen did imappisch arrive? 

On the 20th. 

To which company did Knappisch be longt 
Second company. 


Do you lmow anything about any shooting of prisoners 


of war by members of the First company dur ing your stay in LaGleize? 


A 


Q 


No. 


Do you Inow anything about anothe exscution which 


took place in LaGleize while you were there? 


Yes. 

Will you tell us what you know about it? 
One man from our own combat group was shot. 
Do you imow why he was shot? 


He had prepared to desert. That is, he had taken off 


his collar and sleeve insignia. 


Q 


Q 


A 


(Zitzelsberger - redirect) 


How many mon did your tank crew originally consist oft 
Of five mene 
Did you have any casualties? 


Yes, on the 21st. 


n r 
20" 





an 
Two men of the group. 
Did you receive any reinforcements afterwardst 


Yes. ® got one ro mane 
Set. Plohmann. 

When did he report to your tank crew? 
On the evening of the 2lst. 


know fron your oy } 


Do you knowledge whether ay mem- 
ber of your tank crow ever participated in shooting prisoners of 


war in LaGloize? 


I read to you from Frosecution's Exhibit P-100, 
Statement of the accused Wikolaschek, dated third day of April, 1946. 

“Aroud two o'olock in the afternoon of the 22nd De- 

cember, 1944, I was sont out to secure camoflague 

material and to camoflague our tenk. I went in the 
direction of Unterscharfuehrer Dresler's tank and 

as I reached a place in front of his tenk I looked 

to the right and saw a proup of 15 dead Americans 

in front ofa stable as indicated in Noe 3 on my 

Sketeh, capital "ps" 

And I ask you, Zitzelsberger, whether you ever, dur- 
ing your stay in LaGleize saw any dead bodies near or in front of 
Drexler's tank? 

Noe 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Capt. Nervid): 

Q Do you recall the 22nd of December in LaGleize? 

4 Yess. 

Q What was the sitvation there at that time? 

4 About the afternom of the 22nd we had a sovere at- 


tack on the part of the Amrioans. 


Where yere you then? 


‘here .were you on the 23d of Decembert 


Q 
4 I was in the tank. 
8 
4 


Twas in the tank part of the time, end in tho house. 
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Was inappi 

Yess 

411 the time? 

Yess 

Do you know the crew of Kmappisch's tank? 

eil, I don't lmow thoir names. 

ould you recognize then? 

Yess 

Do you knox 

Yess 

Would you recognize hint 

1056 

Ould you look to your left and see if you cm iden- 
tify the accused Erich Werner? 

PRESIDENT: Tell the witness he may stand up, if he 
would like. 

Yose Noe 25+ 

Were you in the sane company as Knappisch crew 

Noe 

Do you now Knappisch? 

Yes. 

How many members were there in his tank crew 

Five of theme 

Did you see the five men there at that time? 

Yes. ; 

Did you see any American soldiers in LaGleize on the 
22nd of December, 19447 


Yes. 


A 
Q Where did you see them? 
A 


They came to our tank and picked up ammmition there. 
Q Did you see any firing or any executions of American 


soldiers? 


4 No. 5887 


(Zitzeisberger - redirect) 





bout eleven pe me on the 23rd. 
any othor time? 
Noe 
Did you ever see any dead bodies arowmd ths church 


vicinity of the church? 


tke schoolhouse in LaGloize? 


7 you ever 


the schoolhouse? 


i you see the entire area around the schoolhouse at 
any tire? 
4 Noe 
Q What part of the schoolhouse did you see? Or what 
area arowmd it? 
4 I only went to the hall of the house from tho road 
entrance. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capt. rvid)s Your witness. 
DSFENS2 COUNSEL: You may cross examine. 


No oross exanination. 


PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently 


nons, the witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew 


from the courtroom.) 


(Zitselsberger - redirect) 





D E COUNSEL: Defense calls as its 
ress, Siegfried Lott. Captain Narvid, on 
behalf of the Defense will conduct the direct examination. 
SIEGFRIED LOTT, a witness called by the Defense, 
after being first duly sworn, testified through an 
interpreter as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other pro- 


ceedings were interpreted to the German counsel and 


accused. ) 


State your full name. 
Lott, Siegfried. 
=) What was your organization, company and 
platoon in December 19)? 
A I belonged to the 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment, 
2nd Battalion, 11th Company, 1st Platoon. 
Q What was your rank? 
A SS Sturmmann, Pic. 


What were your duties? 


Q 
A I worked as a half-track driver. 


Q Did the 11th Company participate in the battle 
for Stavelot? 
A Yes. 
What were the results of this campaign? 
A We.took the bridge of Stavelot on the 18th 
and the 11th Company had many casualties. 
Q How many men remained in the company after 


Stavelot? 


(Lott-Direct) 





Tk #336-SR-7/6-2 7 30 to 35 men. 
How many vehicles remained? 
I can't remember that. 
Approximately? 
8 to 10 vehicles. 
What type of vehicles were they? 
Half-tracks. 
When did you arrive in La Gleize? 
We passed through La Gleize about noon. 
On what date? 
On the 18th. 
Did you stop in La Gleize on the 18th? 
No. 
Do you know the accused Armin Hecht? 
Yes. 
What company was he in? 
11th Company. 
What were his duties? 
Half-track driver. 


Where was he on the 18th of December, if you 


He was one tank ahead of me. 
Q Was his vehicle always ahead of you on the 18th 
of December? 
A Yes. 


How much before you, approximately? 


Q 
A Approximately. 10 to 15 meters. 
Q 


Did Armin Hecht's vehicle stop in La Gleize 
on the 18th of December? 


A No. 


(Lott-Direct) 





Q Did you see any American soldiers in La 
Gleize on the 18th of December? 
A No. 
Q Did you see any prisoners of war on the 18th 
of December? 
A No. 
Q Did you ever see Armin Hecht shoot prisoners 
of war in La Gleize? 
A No, 
Q ton said you passed through La Gleize on the 
18th of December. Where did you go from there? 
te drove to Cheneux. 
What happened there? 
We had an air attack in Cheneux. 
How long were you there? 


Two to three hours. 


Mhere did you go from Cheneux? 


In the evening or the morning of the 19th we 

returned to Stoumont. 
Q What happened in Stoumont? 

We had a fight in Stoumont. 

How long did you remain there? 

Until the 21st. 

Where did you go from Stoumont? 

At five P.M. we drove into La Gleize. 

Where did you stop in La Gleize? 

We first stopped in an orchard and then at 
twelve o'clock midnight on the 2lst we drove into a 


* forest. 


(Lott-Direct) 
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Was Hecht's vehicle with you at this 
Yes. 

Did you Hecht all of the 21st? 
Yes. 


him on the 20th? 


see him on the 19th? 


Did you ever see Hecht shoot prisoners of war? 
Now 
You said you stopped at the woods. How far 
were the woods from La Gleize? 
A About one kilometers 
Q Who else was in the woods? 
A All the half-track drivers of the company who 
were left. 
Q Do I understand you to say that only the 
drivers were there? 
A Yes. 
Where were the crews? 


They were fighting. 


Do you know the accused Oswald Siegmnd? 


Yes. 
In whose vehicle was he? 
He was an ordnance man. He was responsible 
for the maintenance of vehicles. 
Q Do you know where he was between the 20th and 
23rd of December? 
A Yes. 


Q Where? 


A He was in the t 
(Lott-Direct) 





Tk #336-Si-7 /6-5 Q Where was that tank? 
A From the 21st to the 23rd it was in La Gleize. 
Q Did anything happen to that tank during that 
period? 
A Well, it was broke. 
Q What was Siegmund doing? 
A He was with it. 
Q How long did you remain in the woods in 
La Gleize? 
A From the 21st to the 23rd. 
Do you know the accused, Theo Rauh, R-a-u-h? 
Yes. 
In what company was he? 
11th Company. 
What platoon? 
I don't remember that. 
What were his duties? 
Half-track driver. 


fas he also one of the drivers in the woods? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
4 
Q 
A 


Yes. 

Q Did you see him in the woods all the time you 
were there, between the 2lst and 23rd of December? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you ever see any American prisoners of 
war in the woods of La Gleize? 

A No. 

Q Did you ever see any American prisoners of war 
shot in La Gleize? 


A Now 


(Lott-Direct) 





Tk #336-SR-7/6-6 Or in the woods of La Gleize? 
No, 


CAPTAIN NARVID: Your witness. 


S EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWLTZ): 

Q Did you ever know a man by the name 
Freimuth? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you ever see him in La Gleize? 

A Yas. 

Q Was he in the woods on the afternoon of the 
22nd and 23rd? 

Yes. 


Did you ever see him shoot American prisoners 


No. 

Do you know Herbert Stock? 

Yes. 

Do you know if he is an accused in this case? 
Yes. 

When did you see Stock for the last time? 

On the evening of the 22nd. 


In La Gleize? 


- O©Ornrer ££ > 


No, up in the forest with us, 


Q Did you ever see Stock shoot any American 


prisoners of war? 
A No. 


Q Did you ever hear of Stock shooting American 


(Lott-Cross) 





prisoners of war? 

A No. 

Q On the afternoon of the 18th of December, 
were you in La Gleize? 

A On the 18th of December? 

Q The afternoon of the 18th of December, 19))\2 

A No. 

Q You were not in La Gleize? 

A No. 

Q Did you see Unterscharfuehrer Klipp on the 
afternoon of the 18th of December? 

A Yes, I saw him. 

Q Where? 

A On the tank. 

Q Did you see him the whole afternoon of the 
18th of December? 

A Noe 

Q Then you did not see Armin Hecht the whole 
afternoon of the 18th of December either? 

A Yes, I did see him. 

Q Well, if I told you that Armin Hecht rode 
in the vehicle of Unterscharfuehrer Klipp, would you 
change your answer? 

A No. 

Q Do you deny that Armin Hecht rode in the 
vehicle of Unterscharfuehrer Klipp? 

A No, I don't know whether Sergeant Klipp was 
riding in Hycht's tank. 


Q Were you with both Freimth and Stock in the 
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Tk #336-SR-7 /6-8 woods on the afternoon of the 22nd of December in 
La Gleize? 

A Freimth came up to the forest in the 
morning and went back in the afternoon and Stock was 
there during the evening and just picked up rations. 

Q Then you were not with them all the time, 
is that not right? 

A No. 

Q Were you with Theo Rauh continuously on 
the 22nd of December 19)? 

A Yes. 

; Q You were with him every minute of the day 
on the 22nd of December, 19), is that correct? 
Yes. 
Do you know Goedicke? 
Yes. 
Do you know Richter? 
When I see him I will know him, yes. 
Do you not know Wolfgang Richter? 
I don't recall at the moment what he looks 
I see him I will recognize him. 
Do you know if he was in your company? 
Yes. 

Q Did you see Goedicke or Richter on the after- 
noon of the 18th December 19)? 

A I don't remember exactly, but I do think so, 
on the tank, 


Q Do you know whose vehicle they rode in? 


(Lott-Cross ) 
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A In Hecht's vehicle. 

4 Who was the commander of that vehicle? 

A I don't know that any more. It was Unter- 
scharfuehrer -~ 

Q (Interrupting) Unterscharfuehrer Klipp. I 
just told you that, did I not? 

A Yell, I don't know about later, first it was 
Unterscharfuehrer Fischer. 

Q But you did see Hecht? 

A I saw Hecht's tank. 

Q You stated that you did not see any Americans 
in the woods on the day of the 22nd of December, is that 
right? 

A Yes. 

Q You do not know if there were any or there 
were not any. You just did not see them, is that right? 

A I know that they were not there. 

Q How do you know? 

A Because I was up in the forest all the time. 

Q Did you cover the entire woods yourself? 

A Not the whole woods, but the vicinity where 
the tanks were standing. 

Q So there may have been Americans in the woods 
that day? 

A Nos 

MR. ELOWITZ: That is all, 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID): 


Q Did Hecht or Rauh leave the vicinity in the 


(Redirect-Lott) 
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> you wi 

No, 

CAPTAIN NARVID: That is all. 

MR. ELOWITZ: Nothing further. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
Apparently none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew 

from the courtroom.) 

[” vermse COUNSEL: Defense recalls as its 
next witness, Rolf Ehrhardt. Captain Narvid, on behalf 
of the Defense will conduct the direct examination. 

ROLF EHRHARDT, a witness recalled by the Defense, 
having been previously duly sworn, resumed the stand and 
testified further through an interpreter as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other pro- 
ceedings were interpreted to the German counsel and 
accused. ) 

PROSECUTION: The witness isreminded he is 
still under oath. 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID): 

Q Are you the same Rolf Ehrhardt who previously 
testified in this trial? 

A Yes. 

Q Where were you on the 19th of December 19h, 
do yeu recall? 

A I came to La Gleize on the morning of the 


19th of December 19 and stayed there all day. 


(Ehrhardt-Redirect) 
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Barton follows 


Q Did you see any American soldiers in La G 
on that day? 

A I don't remember having seen any American 
soldiers in La Gleize on December 19th. 


Did you ever pass the church in La Gleize? 


Q 
A I wasn't in the church but I passed by it. 


Q Do you recall approximately the date and time 
you passed the church? 

A I know that I went past it once on the 19th in 
the afternoon and until the night of the 21st when the break 
was made I passed by it frequently. 

Q During all the occasions when you passed by it, 
did you ever see bodies of American soldiers in the vicinity 


of the church? 


A I didn't see any dead Aperican soldiers near the 


Q Did you see any other dead bodies in front of 
the church? 
A Yes, once on the 22nd, I saw a dead German at 


the wall of the church. 





Q Did you ever visit the area of the schoolhouse at La 
Gleize? 

A I was in the schoolhouse once, but that was at night. 

Q Was that the only time you were in the area of the school- 
house? 

A I drove by it only one more time and that was the 19th, 

Q Did you ever see any bodies of dead Americans there? 

A No, I didn't see any bodies of dead Americans in this 
schoolhouse. 

q Did you ever see any American prisoners of war at La 
Gleize at all? 

A I did see prisoners of war at La Gleize the 2lst. I beg 
your pardon, it must heve been on the 22nd when some were being 
brought back from Stoumont. 

Q Did you ever see any shooting or executions of American 
prisoners of war? 

A No. 

CAPTAIN NARVID: That is all, 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q You are a good friend of Peiper's, aren't you? 

A I couldn't say that. I was a corporal at the time and I 
wouldn't describe myself as a friend of the Commanding Officer. 

Q You are a good friend of Klingelhoefer's, aren't you? 

A Captain Klingelhoefer was my Company Commander and my 
superior officer and I waka havestis him as a friend either. 

Q On the 19th you say you went to church the first time; is 
that correct? 

A I drove past the church on the 19th I said. 

Q How many times did you visit the church after the 19th? 


A I didn't vieit the church at all. I merely passed by it 
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repeatedly. 
Q How many times did you pasa by it? 
A It was frequently--about ten or fifteen times. 
Q Did you pass on the right side or the left side or in 
front of the church? 
A I went past the church on the road between the CP of Col, 
Peiper and Captain Klingelhoefer and the church was oh the left. 
Q How many prisoners of war did you see in La Gleize? 
A When I saw the prisoners of war arrive on the 22nd I saw 
only about 40 of them, 
Is that the most you ever saw in La Gleize? 
Yes. 


Did you ever see any on the road between Stoumont and La 


No. 
PROSECUTION: No further questions. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further from the defense, 
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 
COL WEILAND: 

Q You say the church was on the left as you passed to and 
fro from the two CPs? Thet doesn't mean much to me. What do you 
mean, that the church was on the left, or where do you mean the 
church was? 

A Going from the CP of Captain Klingelhoefer to the CP of 
Col Peiper the church wae on the left side. 

Q Where did you pass with reference to the entrance to the 
church? 

A I can't say where the entrance to the church wes. I walked 
past a wall of the éhurch, 

Q Did you notice an entrance through the wall? 


A No, the.wall was too high, you couldn't see across it. 
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PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court? Apparently 
not, the witness is excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
court room.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witness 
Heinz Koerner. Captain Narvid on behalf of the Defense will conduct 
the direct examination, 

HEINZ KOERNER, called as a witness for the Defense, was duly 

morn and testified through an Interpreter as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 


were’ interpreted to the German counsel and to the accused.) 


DIRECT BXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Captain Warvid): 

Q What is your full name? 

A Koerner, Heinz. 

Q What organization, what company, what platoon were you in 
in December 1944? 

A 12th Company, in the 1st Platoon, 2nd Bn., 2nd Regiment, 
Were you ever in La Gleize? 
Yes. 
Do you recall when you first arrived there? 
April 18 first. 
Are you sure it was in April? 
It was in December, 
Are you sure of tnat? 


Yes. 


e rereererere 


Where did you stop in La Gleize? 


> 


The first time I didn't stop in La Gleize at all, we just 


passed through, > Bi 


. 
Q Did you engage in any battle with the Americans on that day? 


A Yes. 
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Q Where were the Americans then? 

A On the morning we had fighting in Stavelot and in La 
Gleize we were not with the point. At least I personally did not 
engage in any fight. 

Q When you passed through La Gleize was there any resistance 
in La Gleize? 

A Yes. 

Q Where were the Americans then? 

A When we went through they were on our right and the 
artillery was firing heavily. 

Q Did you see any Americen soldiers engage in close combat 
with you in La Gleize? 

A Not on the 18th, 

Do you know the accused Oswald Siegmund? 
Yes. 
Did you see him in La Gleize? 
No, not on the 18th, 
Did you see him on the 20th? 
Yes. 
Where did you see him? 
A It was on the 20th on the road between La Gleize and 


Stoumont where our company was lying. 


Q Where were you there? r" 


We were with our company there in the company area. 
Was Siegmund with you all of the time? 
Yes, from in the morning until darkness I saw him, 
Was there any American prisoners in the area there? 
Yes, I saw one Major and two soldiers who were being taken 
away there. 
Q You mean an American Major? 


A Yes. 


(Koerner ~ Direct) 





Q Did you see any mistreatment or shooting of American 
prisoners of war on the 20th of December? 
A No. 
Q Did you ever see any American prisoners of war shot in 
La Gleize? 
A No. 
Q Or in the vicinity of La Gleize? 
A No. 
CAPTAIN NARVID; That is all. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 
Q What time of dey was it that you passed through La Gleize 
on the 18th? 
A Noon, 12 o'clock, 
Q You say it was on the 20th that you saw an American Major 
who was a prisoner of war and two other soldiers? 
A No; I saw them in that vicinity, but the Major that. was 
on the 21st. 
Were you and Siegmund in the same company? 
No. 
Q What kind of vehicle was Siegmund driving? 
A I don't know, I just saw him on that particular day. 
came—-I don't know which vehicle he was riding in. 
What rank was Siegmund? 
Sergeant. 
Where did you first see him on the 20th? 
At noon about 12 o'clock. 
What members of your crew were with you at that time? 
There were American tents there and had the order to cleam 
so I was by myself, 


Did Siegmund help you clean those up? 
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No. 
Q He didn't stay with you all afternoon, did he? 
A Well, he did remain there. Those little barracks down 
there, we had our meals down there, 
PROSECUTION: That is all. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing on redirect examination, 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently not, 
the witness is excused, 
(WREREUPON the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
court room.) 
DEFENSE COUNSEL; The Defense calls as its next witness 
Walter Landfried, Dr, Leer on behalf of the Defense will conduct 
the direct examination. Dr. Leiling would like to conclude with a 
few questions. 
WALTER LANDFRIED, called as a witness for the Defense, was duly 
sworn and testified through an Interpreter as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and to the accused.) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Leer): 
State your name to the Court} 
Lendfried, 
Your first name? 
Walter. 
Your former unit and rank? 


Corporal in the Headquarters Company, Panzer Regiment 1, 


Are you a prisoner of war at the present time? 
Yes, 
Where? 


In Dachau. 
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Do you remember the time of the Ardennes Offensive? 

Yes. 

Do you remember Cheneux? 

Yes, 

Did you experience any air attacks there? 

Yes, 

When was that? 

That was in the afternoon of December 18, 1944, 

What did you do during that attack? 

We put our half-track in cover--we had one of the first 
houses in Cheneux-~and waited the attacks afterwards, After one 
of those attacks I bandaged one of my wounded comrades and later 
went to the half-track with him. 

Were you then in Cheneux during the air attacke? 

Yes. 

About how long did these air attacks last? 

“Mhe attacks took about an hour or two. 


How long after the attacks were over did you move out 


It was about twenty or twenty-five minutes after the air 

attacks that we proceeded on. 

Q Did you see Col Peiper after you left? 

a Yes. 

Q Can you tell us where? 

A —- We had deen driving on a side road and as we hit the main 
road Col Peiper was standing in a pill box outside of Cheneux. 

Q Which edge of town are you talking about? 


The edge of town before we hit Cheneux. 


Can you give the direction there? 


Do you know who Col Peiper rode with from then on? 
' 
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Yes. 

Who with? 

A Lt Col Peiper together with nd Lt Krause mounted my SPW 
and we then went into Cheneux, past Cheneux on the main road into 
a forest. On that main road we made a right turn and continued on. 
Since the bridge was out we had to turn around and at the time we 
turned around Lt Col Peiper got out of my vehicle and mounted the 
vehicle of Major Diefenthal, I think. We turned around and went 
and moved back about two or three vehicles behind Major Diefenthal, 

Q Can you give us the approximate time when Col Peiper 
changed vehicles? 

A No, but it was night. 

Q Was it completely dark by then? 

A Yes. 

Q From Cheneux until he got out did Col Peiper ever get 
into any other vehicle? 

A No. 

Q Did you ever stop along your way? 

A No. 

Q How many times during that offensive did Col Peiper ride 
in your vehicle? 

A He rode with me only thet one time, that is why I can 
remember it very well. 

DR. LEER: I have no further questions, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Dr. Leiling, 

DR. LEILING:; I am sorry I have disturbed the general order 
of questioning in this case, but the witness was since in the hospital 
and I wanted to call him before, 

DIRECT EXAMIWATION (Cont'd) 
QUESTIONS BY DR. LEILING; 


Q I would like to direct your attention to the 17 December 
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1944, Did you see the accused Gruhle on that day? 
Yes. 
Where did you see him? 
It was about 1500 hours on the 17 December 1944. 
Where? 

A It was in a location about three or four locations west of 
Buellingen, 

Q What happened at that spot? 

A The half-track of Sgt. Hillig had bogged down and we had 
to stop in order to pull him out. And during that time Captain 
Gruhle came along, passed us by and got stuck in the mud himself, 
He talked to 2nd Lt Krause and asked us to pull him out. We pushed 
Captain Gruhle's car out and he drove on. After that we pulled 
Sgt. Hillig's vehiclo on and we drove on. 

Q What direction did Gruhle come from? 

A Captain Gruhle came from the direction of Buellingen. 

Q At that time was your half-track in front of Zimmerman's 
half-track or behind it? 

A I was in front of Zimmerman's half-track looking at it 
from the point. 

TR. LHILING: No further questions, 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: You may cross. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz): 

Q Can you estimate the time that elapsed from the time Peiper 
gat in your vehicle until he left it? 

A No, but it was getting dark when Peiper got into our 
vehicle and quite dark at night when he got out of it. 

Q Was he in your vehicle for half an hour? 

A No, more. 


Q How long would you estimate it was, an hour? 
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A I can't say any more, I can't remember this time any more. 

Q But it was getting dark when he first got into the vehicle, 
isn't that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And you only traveled a few kilometers from the place where 
he got in to the place where he got out? 

A We drove from this town of Cheneux along the main road 
through a forest: and on the main road we drove on along the right, Z 
I don't know how many kilometers. 

MR. ELOWITZ; That is all. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; If the Court please, Prosecution 
requests permission that I cross examine the witness on the second 
subject about which he testified. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Wo objection, 

CROSS EXAMINATION (Cont'd) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shunacker): 

Q You say that you helped Gruhle get out of the mud where 
his vehicle became stuck a few kilometers west of Buellingen? 

A Three to five kilometers I said. 

Q That was on the 17 December 1944? 

A Yes. 

Q And after you got him out of the mud hole his vehicle 
left and proceeded westerly ahead of your vehicle? 

A Tes. 

Q And when you got to the cross roads yourself there were 
German soldiers still in the field shooting the Americans who 
pretended to pay dead-— 

DR. LEER: I object to this; this was not part of the 
direct examination. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, the purpose 
obviously of the witness' testimony is to establish an alibi for 
Gruhle by showing that he couldn't have been at the cross roeds when 
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any shooting took place. If that is not the purpose, we move that 
the witness' testimony be stricken because it is absolutely irrelevant 
as to whether Gruhle got stuck in a mud hole 5 kilometers west of 
Buellingen,. 
PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained. You will have to 
ask the question in another form, 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker) (Cont'd): 
Q When you got to the cross roads were German soldiers still 
in the field shooting Americans who pretended to play dead? 
A Yes, 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: That is all. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the defense? 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Dr. Leer. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY THD DEFENSE (Dr. Leer): 
Q On December 18 did it get dark already at 1600 hours? 
A It was dark already at four to four-thirty that day. 
TR. LEER: Thank you. 
PRESIDENT: Any other questions? 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further. 
PRESIDENT; Any questions by the Court? Apparently not, 
the witness is excused, 


The Court will recess until 1030, 


(Whereugon the Court took a recess at 1002 hours.) 





(Whereupon at 1030 hours the Court reconvemd,) 
PRESIDENT; Take seats. The court will come to orders 
PROSECUTION; If the Court please, let the record show 
that all the members of tho Court, all the members of the Proseou- 
tion with the exception of Capt. Shumacker who is absent on business 
for the Prosecution and Capt. Byrne who has been excused by verbal 
order by the Commanding General, all the members of the Defense 
with the exception of Mr, Walters, Dr. Pfister who are absent on 
business of the Defense, all of the defendants and the reporter are 
present. 
DEFENSE: The Defense recalls as its next witness Paul 
Buth., Capt. Marvid, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the 
direct examinations 
PAUL BUTH, recalled as a witness for the Defense, testified 
further through an interpreter as follows: 
PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded that he is still 
under oath. 
REDIRSOT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): 
Q Are you the same Paul Buth who previously testified at this 
trial? 
A Yese 
Q Were youever in IaGleize? 
Yess 
Do you recall vhen? 
It was the 20th up to the 23rd, 
And what month? 
December 1944, 
DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID); Will the Court please ask No. 36 
and 64 to stand up? 


(Paul Buth - Redirect) 
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Ta338 (Whereupon the accused Nos. 36 and 54 stood up.) 
she2 
( 


QESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID): 
Can you identify No, 547 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, we object to this as 
leading. 
PRESIDENT; The objection is sustained, 
DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID); I withdraw the question, 
PRESIDENT: I will remark right now that that procedure 
for identification is highly improper and you should realize that. 
DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID): I beg the Court's pardon, It 
was my impression that it was done before; that counsel asked some= 
body to get up, in the lest session, 
PRESIDENT: Procoed.s 
QESTIONS BY DEFENSS (CAPT. NARVID); 
Q Do you know the accused Brich Rumpf? 
A Yess 
Q Who was he during the Eifel Offensive? ‘What were his 
duties? 


He was the Company Commander of the 9th Panzer Pioneer 


And do you know the accused Maute? 

Yess 

What were his duties? 

He was Company medic in the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company. 
Gould you identify both of these accused? 

Yese 

How many times did you see them during the Bifel Offensive? 
I can't say exactly how many timos. 

Well, did you see them more than once? 

Yese 


(Buth - Redirect) 
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Save you ever spoken to them? 
A Yese 
Q Would you identify them by taking a look at your left and 
telling the Court what numbers thoy wear? First identify the accused 
Rumpf. 
A Yes, Rumpf is No. 54. 
And Maute? 
PRESIDENT; The witness may stand up to see better. 
Number 36, 
Did you see Maute in LaGleize at any time? 
Yess 
When did you see him? 
i wes together with him in the cellar in LaGleize. 
What was Maute doing in the cellar? 
He treated the wounded, when there was any, 
Wheat wera you doing in the cellar? 
I took shelter in the cellar, 
Why? 
Because of the artillery fire. 
How long were you in this cellar? 
b was in the cellar from the 20th up to the 2ard, 
4nd wis Meute in the cellar during all this time? 
I don't know if he was there all the time, but most of the 
he wes in the collars 
Q Did you ever see Lt, Rumpf enter the cellar? 
A Yose 


Do you recall when that was? 


Q 
A That was on the 22nd of December. 
Q 


About what time, do you recall? Morning, afternoon or 
(Buth - Redir et) 





It was at about noon, 
About how many were in the cellar at that time? 
I can't give you the exact number. According to my 
about twenty. 
How many of them were wounded? 
There were at least six wounded in the cellar. 
Wheat was Maute doing at that time? Do you recall? 
No, I didn't watch Maute continuously in the cellar. 
Then Rumpf - wen Rumpf entered, were you close by then? 
Yese 
Did you sea Rumpf talk to Maute at any time? 
No. 
During the time Rumpf was in the cellar, did you see Rumpf 
and Maute all that tims? 
A No, 1st it, Rumpf came into the cellar and asked me where 
the vehicles were and whether they were camouflaged. 
Q And what else? 
A Nothing else. 
Q What did Rumpf do after that? 
A Rumpf then left the cellar again, 
Q Did Rumpf gay anything to anybody in the cellar about 
prisoners of war? 
A Noe 
a Did Rumpf say anything in the cellar about an execution 
detail? 
Noe 
Did you ever leave the celler with Maute? 


Yess 


When? 


A That was in the evenings 


(Buth - Redirect) 





Where did you go? 
To the church, to our wounded. 
About how many wounded were there in the church? 
I estimate eighty to a hundreds 
DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): That is all. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 


On the 22nd of Decomber, Buth, were you always in the 


I have already said that I left the cellar in the evening. 

How long were you gone? About how long? 

Between - about 20 minutes. 

Did you ever leave on any other occasion on the 22nd? 

Not for more than that period of time, I covld have left 
the cellar for about two minutes at the most. 

PROSECUTION; If the Court please, the next questions I 
am going to ask this witness is for the purpose of attacking his 
credibility. I want to announce it beforehand. 

LAW MEMBER: Is thee any necessity for warning him about 
s9lf-inorimination? 


PROSHCUTION:; No, I take that back, I shouldn't have said, 


no. I believe he should be warned that it is self-incrimimting. 


LAW MEMBER: The next few questions which will be asked by 
the Prosecution are for-the purpose of attacking your credibility. 
You sre warned by the Court that you do not have to answer the ques- 
tions if they tend to inoriminate you, It is your personal privilege, 
and you my or may not answer thomas you see fit, on the ground 
that the answers may incriminate you, Do.you understand that? 

WITNESS BUTH: Yes. 


(Buth - Recross) 





What cage are you held prisoner hore in Dachau? 
Cage 3, 

Do you know Ebeling, who is a prisoner of war there? 
Yess 

Do you know Messner, who is a prisoner of war there? 
Yes 


And you know Adolf, who is a prisoner of war there, don't 


Se 

2 Isn't its fact that two or three days @go that = because 
you believed that Messner was a stool pigeon = you said that he 
should be beaten and that he would be bumped off? 

A I never said any such thing. 

Q And isn't it also true that both you and Ebeling discussed 
the circumstances surrounding the vee that Messner was put to at 
Schweebisch Hall, and that you Suggested that a rope should be put 
on Messner's bed to show what he could expect? 

A I believe thet the comrades have a very vivid phantasy. 

Q Will you answer the question? 

A I discussed that with Ebeling one time, but I don't know 
anything for surs about this matter, 


Q 4nd didn't you both say that, "We will beat Messner", and 


that Ebeling said, "He will soon be bumped off anyhow"? 


DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): I object, please the Court. I 


don't see how this affects his credibility. It does not involve 
the accused. It only relates.to a third party, not a party to this 
action at all in this case, It isn't materiel, and it doesn't 
affeot oradibility as to what he said about certain witnesses. He 
is not being cross examined about certain admissions or statemento 
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ig accused, inconsistent 
td today. 

PROSECUTION; If the Court please, I believe on cross 
examination you can go into many fields to show interest, bias and 
prejudice of a witness, and that is what I am trying to do, I am 
trying to show that because of his interest and prejudices, and his 
bias in this particular set of facts that the testimony of this wit- 
ness cannot be relied upon. 

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID); No interest of this accused has 
been shown or bias relating to the accused, No inconsistency has 
been brought out between - as to what he testified to today or what 
he might have testified or written previously, therefore, there is 
no attack on his credibility whatsoever. Furthermore, if it please 
the Court, I might add that he was a@ witness for the Prosecutions 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 

PROSECUTION (To reporter); Now, will you please read back 
the last question, if it wasn't answered, 

(Whereupon the last question by the Prosooution was read by the 
reporter.) 
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSROUTION; 

A Noe 

PROSECUTION; That is all the questions on this partioular 

phase. 
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION; 

Q Do you know the accused Neve, of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer 
Company? 

A No, 

Q Do you know Jakel of the 5rd Panzer Pioneer Compa ny? 


A No. 


2 Do you know Joachim Hofman of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company? 


(Buth - Recross) 
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se him in the cellar there in laGleize on the 


Would you deny that he was there in the cellar 
22nd? 
No, I couldn't deny ite 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, may we have Jakeland 
Neve stand up? 
PRESIDENT: Yese 
(Whereupon the accused Jakel and Neve were directed tostand upe) 
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION: 
Q Did you see cither one of these accused on the 22nd of 
December in LaGleize? 
A Noe 
PROSECUTION: That is all. 
PRESIDENT: Any further questions by the Defense? 
DEFENSE: Nothing further on redirect. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none, 
the witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the accused witness withdrew.) 
DEFENSE: The Defense calls as its next witness Theo 
Gernt. Dr. Leiling, on behalf of the Defense, will condict the 
direct examination, 
THEO GERNT, called as a witness for the Defense, being first 
duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows: 
DIRECT BXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEILING): 
Q What is your name? 


A Gernt, Theo, 


Q Which unit did you bélong to in December 


(Gernt - Direct) 
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Headquarters Company, LSSAH. 
Please state your unit agein without any abreviations? 
A Headquarters Company, Reconnai sance Battalion, Leibstandarte, 
Adolf Hitler, 
What was your last rank? 
Tech/Sergeant. 
Q Where was Knittel's C.P, on the 21st of December? 
A The Command Post of Knittel was in a house on the road, one 
kilometer West of Stavelot, on the 2lst af December 1944, 
Which part of this house? 
The Command Post was located in the cellar of the house. 
Where were you, yourself, during this particular day? 
Twas also in the cellar of this house, in the same room. 
What were your duties? 
It was my duty to be always in the vicinity of the Commander, 
and to take care of the security of the Command Poste 
Q Where was the accused Knittel on the 2lst of December? 
A The Commander was in the cellar of this house, that is, in 
the Command Post, all day long. 
Q Whom do you man by "Commander"? 
A Knittel, 
How long was he in the Command Post? 
All day long, 
How do you know that? 
Because I was there all day long myself, 
DEFENSS (DR. LEILING): No further questions, 
PROSECUTION: No cross exemination, 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none, 
the witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the excused witness withdrewe) 
DEFENSE; ‘The Defense calls ag - aneiie as its uext witness 


(Gernt - Direot) 
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Col. Dwinell, on t 


duct the direct examination. 


fied further through an interpreter as follows: 
PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded that he is still 
under oath. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. OOL. DWINELL) + 
What is your name? 
Albert Gerwick, 
During the Eifel Offensive, to what unit did you belong? 
To the 10th Company, 
Who was your Company Commander? 
1st Lt, Previsss 
Where were you on the 16th of December 1944? 
Buellingen, 
In the morning or in the afternoon? 
A In the mornings 
Q I will read you from the testimony in this case, on page 
948 of the record, being the testimony of a witness, Karl Huebler: 
"Towards the end of Buellingenalready Kottenfuehrer Brecht came 
towards us with two Amerioan prisoners of war. He was coming from 
the direction of the gas dump, which was located on the left near 
the exit from the town, Rottenfuehrer Brecht sent the two prisoners 
of war on a field and shot them in the back, from a distance of 
about fifteen meters", What do you know about that? 
A That we took two prisoners in the airfield, in front of 
Buel lingen, and thet we turned them over to somebody on a truck in 
Buellingen, On this truck there were already 20 to 25 prisonerse 
Q When you say, “we took the prisoners", whom are you refer- 
ring to? 


(Gerwick - Direct) 
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Q 


The crew of our half track vehicle. 
Was Brecht in your crew? 


Yess 


During what part of the morning of the 17th of December 


1944 did you see Brecht? 


A 
y 


prisone 


A 


Q 


He was always with us. 

Did you see Brecht on the 17th of December 1944 shoot 
of war? 

No. 

Now, you say that: "We took the prisomrs and delivered 
truck", Who delivered the prisoners of war to a truck? 
Cpl. Brecht. 

“id you see him do that? 

Yese 

With reference to your SPW, where wis the truck? 

The truck was standing on the righthand side of the road, 


After the prisoners of war were delivered, did you see 


Brecht did? 


Yes, 

What did he do? 

He picked up some gas and later on I refueled. 
How far away did Brecht go for the fuel? 
About fifteen meters, 

Did you see him all the time? 

Yes. 

4nd after the refueling, what happened? 

Then we moved out of Buellingen, 

Ws Brecht with you when you moved out of Buellingen? 
Yose 


DEFENSE (LT. COL. yt 1g): No further questions, 


(Gerwick - Direct) 
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“ Where did you say you drove these two prisoners that 
you are referring to? 
A Near the airfield. 
Q Now, the airfield - is that before Buellingen or after 
Bue llingen? 
Before Buellingens 
Q And you don't know anything about those two prisoners that 
Brecht took at the end of Buellingen, do you? 
A Noe 
PROSECUTION; No further questions. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (LT. COL. DWINLL) 
« How many prisoners of war did Brecht take in Busllingen 
altogether? 
A Only two, the ones on the airfield, 
Q At any time, on the 17th of December, did Brecht take 
any other prisoners than the two that you just testified about? 
A No, 
DEFENSE (LT, COL. DWINBLL): No further questions. 
PROSECUTION; Wo further Questions. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apperently none, 


the witness is excused, 


(Mhereupon the excused withess withdrew.) 


(Gerwick - Redirect) 





3E (Colonel »)s The def » at this time, 
desires to introduce further evidence which will be stipulated by 


Jolonel Dwinell, 


2 (Colonel Dwinell): It is stipulated by and 
between the counsel for the prosecution and the counsel for the 
defense that if the witnesses Kurt Kramn and Et ard rman 


and Heinz Birnsheim were present in court they would testify that 


Defense Exhibits, for identification, D-37, D=38, D-39, D-O and 


D-l\1 are sketches showing with reasonable accuracy the relative 


positions of American and German forces at the dates and the places 
indicated thereon. For the record, the sketches are draw in blue 
and red colors and the person who drew the sketches meant the red 
to indicate American forces and the blue to indicate German forces, 
PROSECUTION: It is so stipulated. 
Everett): The defense rests at this 
point. 


Has the prosecution anything further to 


PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): ‘The prosecution does 
have something further to offer and calls Mr. Ellowitz -- recalls 


ir, Ellowitz. 


MR. BLLOWITZ, recalled as a witness for the prosecution, 


resumed the stand, was reminded that he was still under oath before 


(Ellowitz - Direct) 





N (Colonel #1 
Are you the same Mr. Ellowitz that has previously 
testified in this case? 
A I am. 
1 


1 present in court when the accused Mortsheim 


Yes. 


Did you ever beat or cause Mortsheim to be beaten at 
Schwabische Hall? 
A I did not, 


PROSECUTION (Colonel. Ellis): You may cross-examine. 


RE CROSS-EXAMINA TION 
2 (Captain Narvid): 
Did Mortsheim ever admit to you that he had shot a 
prisoner of war? 
A He made a statement to me that he had shot an Amer- 
ican whom he new was attempting to surrender, 


Q Did he use the word "knew"? 


A He said that he knew that the American was attempting 


to surrender and he stated the reasons why he knew it, 
Q Do you recall whether he used the expression that he 


",,.eassumed that this man was an American prisoner of war..."'? 


(Ellowitz - Direct) 





haven't a copy of the record with me, 
court will. be able to determine the 


record, 


further questions 


“NSE (Colonel Bverett): ha n¢ further 


8 there anything further by the prosecu- 


PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): No further questions. 

PRESIDENT: Are there any further questions of this 
witness by any member of the court? Apparentily not, the witness 
is excused, 

(Whereupon, there being no further questions, 
ness was excused and resumed his seat.) 

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): ‘The prosecution recalls 
as its next witness Mr, Kirschbaum, 

MR. KIRSCHBAUM,.a witness for the prosecution was re- 
called, reminded that he was still under cath before the court, 


and testified through the interpreter as follows: 


TION 
SSTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): 
ral 


Q Are you the same Mr. Kirschbaum that has previously 


testified in this case? 


(Bllowitz - Cross / Kirschbaum - Direct) 
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he accused Mortsheim? 

I was. 

Do you recall the substance of his testimony? 

I do. 

Now, did you participate in the interrogation of Morts- 

Schwabische Hall? 

I did. 

“id he make any statement in your’ presence? 

He did. 

Was this an oral or a written statement? 

In writing. 

During the taking of Mortsheim's statement, did you 
supply to Mortsheim the expression "...7 assume that he "wanted 
to surrender,,.", with respect to the prisoners that he was sun- 
posed to have murdered and which he mentioned in that statement? 

A I did not. 
Q Were you present in court, when the witness Zimmer 
testified? 


A I was. 


Q Do you recall his testimony? 


A I do. 

Q Do you recall what he told you -- no, strike that -- 
did you participate in the interrogation of Zimmer at Schwabische 
Hall? 

A I did, 

Q What was the substance of that interrogation? 

A Well, it was concerning the incidents in Wenne, that 


was one part of the interrogation, and the other part involved 


(Kirschbaum - Direct) 





yommander with these two jars 

lians had had to pay for it. When Zimmer took the witness 
stand for the defense, he claimed that I had supplied one par- 
ticular sentence to him, since he had only overheard part of the 
conversation. 

Q What did Zimmer tell you about the incident, when you 
questioned him? 

A When we interrogated him, he told me that he had heard, 
overheard rather, the whole conversation involving Tonk, at the 
time that Tonk had reported back with these two jars of food — Tonk 
had just reported back from a reconnaissance to Stavelot and he 
distinctly used the words in German which mean: ",,..two civilians 
had to pay for it...". 

When did Zimmer make this statement to you? 


It was when he was interrogated in Schwabische Hall, 


PROSECUTION (Colonel Blilis): You may cross-examine. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
BY THE DEFENSE (Captain Narvid): 
Q In other words, when Zimmer testified under oath in 
this court, he wasn't telling the truth, is that right? 
A He said something completely different from what he 
had told me in Schwabische Hall. 
Q Then he wasn't testifying truthfully as a witness, is 
that right? 


4A Weli, I am not able to judge whether he testified 


truthfully, or not, I'm just telling you, Captain, that when he 


was interrogated in Schwabische Hall, Germany, he told me that 


(Kirschbaum - Cross) 





ywestion "ves" or "not -- 
UTION (Colonel Ellis): The prosecution objects 
to this, the counsel is arpuing with the mess -- the witness 
has said that he didn't know whether he was lying, or not. This 
witness is in no position to know whether Zimmer told the truth 
or not. 
: The objection is sustained. 
Q Zimmer originally was a witness for the prosecution, 
is that right? 
A That's right. 
DEF (Captain Narvid): No further questions. 
PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): No re-direct. 
Are there any questions by the court? App- 
arently not, the witness is excused. 
(Whereupon, there being no further questions, the wit- 
ness was excused and withdrew. ) 
PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): The prosecution calls 


as its next witness, Lieutenant Perl, 


LIEUT! T PERL, a witness for the prosecution, was 
recalled, reminded that he was still under oath before the court 


and testified through the interpreter as follows: 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
TESTIONS BY THE TION -(Colonel #llis): 
Q Are you the same Lieutenant Perl that has previously 
testified in this case? 


A Yes, sir. 


(Perl - Direct) 





did. 
sre you present in court 


cas 


you recall his testimony? 
sir, 
to 
change the four five pages 
| Schwabische 


change thi 


Will you tell the court what you kmow about that? 
Yes, sir, 
11 you do so? 
ctated the substance of Kramer's oral statement 

from my notes, in Kramer's presence, after I had told Kramer that 
if there was anything not correct about the statement that I was 
dictating, he should correct it right away, and he made a few corr- 
ections on this occasion, When I was finished with the dictation 
of this statement, I left the interrogation room and, later on, when 
I came back to the interrogation room to read what Kramer had writ- 


ten, I saw that he had made some changes from the statement that 


was dictated in his presence, I told him on this occosion: "..,.I 


have a food memory, and it was dictated in an entirely different 


way..." and I then showed him where he had made the changes and 


he said: ".,.yes, that's right..." and he said, further: ",,,but 





to that effect, | i+ was. writter 
that time, I then told him: "...,Imt in your oral interrogation 
you stated that it said '... Shouldn't bother w 
and that prisoners shouldn't brought in, altogether 


you, as a General, should certainly stand to your word, whether 


sentence as he wanted to finish i r hen he wrote 
now T say th the sen: f it really was that the advance ele- 
shouldn't bring in prisoners, as the following units should 


take them, or something to this effect...", 


I hand you Prosecution Exhibit P-8 and ask you to read 
to the court that part of that Exhibit which you are referring to 
now. 


English. 


It reads as follows: " In my oral interro- 
ration I first stated that it was said in these orders that one 
shouldn't bother with prisoners of war, in a later oral interro- 
gation, I stated that it said, or that it read, as follows: ',,, 
the advance units shouldn't bring in prisoners of war. e', but now, 
in writing, I state that the sense of this pararraph was that the 
advance elements shouldn't bother with bringing in prisoners of war, 


as this would be the mission of the units following them...",. These 


(Perl - Direct) 
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nterpreter interprete: e court 


sentence of 


mess, following the read 
statement. 
(Whereupon the 


Did you ever 1 


le 


charce of the Malmedy suspects per- 


Hall? 


in charge of +) 
Yo you know whether or not the War Crimes Detachment 
had any supervision over these personal belongings? 
A I know we didn't: for example, even if we wanted some 


paper, we had to ask for it. 


(Perl - Direct) 





for ite 
Did anyone ever represent themselves to Kraemer as 
major during his interrogation? 
I can't romember. Not to my recollection. 
ka the statement to Kraemer: 'tWe have 


s quiet manner"? 


the accused Peiper in Schwaibish 


Yes, sire 


ere you present in court when the accused Peiper tes- 


Yes, sir. 
Do you recall thesubstance of his testimony? 
I doe 
Q Did Peiper ever complain to you about a beating he 
received from the Polas tho day before he left Schwaibish Hall? 
4 No, sir. 
Q Did you see or interrorate Peipsr the day before he 
left Schwaibish Hall? 
I did note 
Do you recall where you wore at that time? 
Yes, sir. Iwas in Viesbaden. 
Did you ever say to Peiper in Zuffenhausen, the fol- 
lowing: 
_ "It is a personal misfortime that, amongst the 
prisoners yho had been shot there are the sons 
of two very important Americans. If this would 
not bs so, tHe whole story would not be brought 
to the attention of the public in such a manner, 
but the father is a senator and a business man 


told about that to the open; it enraged them and 
the people demand your head, since they now ~ 


(Perl - redirect) 
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your nam. u ot overlook the influence 
of the press or that the President would not be 
able to save you, because will of the people 
in our f 9 than in 
1 j save 
jiers from great ery. st admit 
you are very popular amongst your men and 
that they like y with the exception 
mal enemies, whg courss, has 
ft we shall settle s matter in a 
5 2 shall call only those 
tmessas which are competent to us. y the w 
I would like to toll you something. I would like 
to speak openly to you in confidence. You are an 
extraordinary soldi You went through something 
ch i i in our place a military 
That is ¢ 10 Your life 
today and there is no sense in it 
entire SS 1 be sentenced in Nuremburg as a 
criminal or ization. Am us, Loan tall you 
that you, as a high ranking officer of this or- 
ganization, will never see your freedom arain. 
As long as men like you are alive there can never 
ba any talk about peace treaties or signing the 
peace treaties betwen America and Germany." 


Did you ever make that statement to Peiper in Zuffen- 
hausen 

It is a very long statement and of course I cannot re- 
call every word of every interrogation, but I Imow that it is partly 
correct and partiy incorrect. I know that I never told him that 
there could not be any peace treaties as long as people,as he is 
alive or that we would call only those witnesses whom we liked to 
call. JIroemember for certain that I appealed to him as a good 
soldier not to let us go into too thorough an investigation, as in 
this so we would find certainly out much more than would 
be good for his men. It was the substance of this interrogation. 
-But he insisted that he does not lnow anythinge 

Q Did you ever make the statement to Peiper that amongst 
the prisoners who had beea shot there were the sons of two very import- 
ant Americans. 

4 No. But I told him that the case had very much pub- 
licity and even if,until theh, we didn't find out who the criminals 
were, ve would find out. © would find them oute 

INTERPRETER: I didn't understand. 


And even if we didn's, know up to then who the criminals wre. . 
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st at § 
Yes, sire 


ere you present in court when the accused Christ 


I wase 
Do you recall the substance of his testimony? 
Yes, sire 
Q Jid you ever threaten to hang Christ wmless he told 
the truth? 
A No, sire 
Did you ever curss tho acoused Christ? 
No. 
* Do you recall how many s tatements you took from the 
accused Christ on the 17th of Dgcember, 1945? 
a I believe it was one. 
Q Couldn't have been twot 
A I remember that a11 those statements I took were intro- 
duced into court. 
Q Did you partioipate in ths interroration of the ac- 
cused Tomhardt at Schwaibish Hall? 
A Yes, sire 
Q Were you present in Court when the accused Tomhardt 
testified? 
Yes, sire 
Do you recall the substance of his testimony? 
Yes, sir. 
fell, before the interrogation of Tomhardt in Schwai= 


bish Hall, he stated that he was standing in tho hall with aw hood 


over his head and he aes struck in the face and stomach. Did you 


do that to hin? 


A I did not do it and the first time I heard about it 
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Did you beat any of them or cause any 
beaten before they were confronted with Torhardt? 
A No, t were all in a ne boring cell and in a 
rather happy mood. 
1, ever threaten Tomhardt with hanging during an 


ntherrogation, or at any other time? 
I did note 
Did you ever instruct the cuards at Sonwaibish Hall not 
to permit Tomhardt to rest either or night? 
jid note And the guards were not under my command, 
an yhowe 
Q Did you examine the hoods that were used on the prison- 
ere in Schwaibish Hall? 
No, sire 
Q Did you ever jook into any of then 
4 I know what your question is aiming ate I don't renem- 
ber to have at any time seen a red hood. And I believe I would have 
noticed ite 
Q Did you ever see any blood in any of the hoods? 
4 No, sire 
Q Did you participate in the interrogation of the accused 
Sievers at Schvaibish Halli? 
A Yes, sire 
Q Were you present in the court when Sievers testified? 
A Yes, sire 
Q Do you remember tho substance of the accused Sievers’ 
testimony? 


A Yes, sire 


(Perl - redirect) 





Did you ever strike Si 
I did not, sire 


you ever see anyone else strike Sievers? 


nterrogation or 


threaten to beat Sievers? 
Noe 
Did Sievers 
refused to armit 
No, sir. 
Did you participate ir 
cused Motzheim at Schwaibish Nall? 
Yes, sire 
era you peeaend in tho court when the accused Notz- 
heim testified? 
1986 
Do you recall the substance of his testimony? 
Yes, I doe 
Did you beat Notzheim or cause him be beaten at 
any time at Scnvaibish Hall? 
sir. 
you ever kick Motzneim in his 
sire 
you ever soe anybody else? 
No, sire I was in during not all of the interrogation, 
but most of the time am it 6 a very orderly interrogation. 


x Did you participate in the interrogation of the wit- 


ness Benno Agather in Schwaibish Hail® 
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sir. 
you present in court 
sire 
Do you recall the substance of 
Yes, sire 
‘} id you ever threaten Trott 
terrogation? 


4 


You may cross @xa 
COUNSEL: ill 
minute on this? 


PRES TDEN Ts 


DEFENSE CUINSEL: @ would not bs able to finish th 


cross examination this morning, sire 
PRES IDEN Ts 


Court will adjourn until 0830 Monday morn- 


(Whereupon the Court, at 120 hours adjourned.) 

















your 
ther Louis Desire . eph blokien. 
What religious denominetion sre you? 
Catholic. 
How long have you had this parrish at Le Gleize, belgium? 
ine years. 


Jo you recall during the month of December 1944 the occupation 
of La Gleize by German soldiers? 


Juring the 
1id you remain 


Jid you take refuge while 
tes. 
When did you take refuge? 
On Monday, 18 Dec 44, at 1:45, when the Germans entered La Gleize,. 
Where did you take refuge? 
In the cellar of the house of Arthur George. 
Who were present in the cellar at this time? 
Mr. George's family. Others arrived later, but at the present 
time I don't recall their names. On Tuesday all the peovle living 


sround the perrish came to refuge in the cellar. ‘here was also 
a German refugee there. 


When you went into the cellar was there a lot of artillery from 
American forces being fired into La Gleize? 


No, 
Was La Gleize ever under fire from American forces? 


Yes, beginning on ‘luesday. 


When the Germans came into La Gleize on Nonday were Unere any 
Americans in the village at that time? 


NOe 


When wes the first time thet you heard af Americen prisoners 
of war being brought to Lea Gleize? 


I dontt know exactly. it was probably Wednesdey, or Thursday. 
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To the Communal House whith was inhebited by the teacher. 

ow long did you remain there? 

Five minutes. 

here is © Communal liouse located with relation to the church? 
Across the street. 


in order to ret to the Communal House yu had to walk alongs 
road past the cement wall surrounding the church? 


I followed the road slong the cemetery, inside the wall, bety 
the cemetery and the church. 


aS you walked along the road to :r. oree's house to the er 
to the cemetery, did you look down the road? 


Yes, but there wes » lot of rifle fire and we hurried. 


Did you see anything as you looked down this road? 
Nothing speciel. There were Germans there, as there was everywhere 


Did you at that time see the bodies of any American soldiers lying 
on the road? 


No. 
When did you again return to lr. George's home? 
Perhaps 10 minutes at the most. 


Where did you go when you arrived st Wr. George's home the second 
time? 


To the cellar. 

How long did you remain in the celler the second time? 

Until about 10 o'clock on ‘tuesday, in the morning. 

Did you leave the cellar at that time? 

Yes, I went to the kitchen which wes at the top of the siairs. 
‘he Germans were there, and the people of the house were there, 
making coffee, 

And what did you do, Father? 

I just looked and went back into the oeller, 

When did you leave the cellar again, if at «11°? 


Sundey, 24 Dec 4k, 


And where did you go this time? 





back people, 


And then what aid you do? 

e were given the order to evacuate, that we were. to” get 
things together and that automobiles would come to ‘get: ‘us dt 
4, o'clock. 


What, if enything else, did you do? 


[ went to my house. We remained there watching the troops, 
was asked to go around the village to assemble the people, 


Jid you evér leave Lys 
on the 2dAth,. 
How long did you remain away? 


Until the following Saturday, the 30th of I urned once 
during the period that we were gone, 


When was that? 


Wednesdey or ‘thursday. We buried a smsll boy who had died while 


we were away. 


What did he die from, Father? 


The boy died from influenza. 

Between the period of 18 Dec and 24 Dec, up to the time that 
you left the village of La Gleize, did you ever see the bodies 
of any dead American soldiers lying in La Gleize? 


No. 


During this period of time Father whet wes your -church beige 
’ ’ = 
used for? 


As 6 hospitel. I suppose the soldiers also took shelter the re. 
Were these soldiers that you speak of American or German? 
German. 

wounded 
Do you.know if there were any/American ‘soldiers lying in this 
church? 
People have told me there were. 
Were these American soldiers being treated by the Germans? 


I don't think so. 


Did you ever examine the wall surrounding the church for buliet 
holes? 


About a year leser when an investigation was made by the Americans 


Did you look et the wall? 





G. here are marks, 


certe inly not from mass 
firing do you mean mechine gun fire? and machine pistols? 
Yes. No proving marks were visible. 
Did you examine the outpide wall of your schoolhouse? 
Partially, yes. 


Did you see any marks that could heve been causedby small arms fire 
on that wall? 


No. 


At any time, lather, did you see the bodies of Americen soldiers 
in the town? 


except those I told you thet Had been burned in tanks. I had 
only one body in s tank. ‘the body wa o burne shat it could 

ktracted from the tank. S&V 7] American soldiers 
holes and brain matter inside. 


these helmets found? 


In a small path st the end of the church property, which is « small 
field about 50 meters from the church, 


How many helmets did you see? 
One with brain matter in it, and the other with 4& hole in it. 


Father, your church is in the center of the cemetery, is that 
right? 


While you were in the cellar, from }iohday~18 Dec 44 till Sunday 
24 Dec 44, did you at any time hear the moening or groaning of 
human beings? 


No. I heard cries, but they were. from people in the village who 
were calling to see if we were there. 


Then they were not cries in the sense that we use the word. ‘They 
were one individual calling to snother 


A. Yes. ec 


Father Louis Desire Joseph Diokien 


La Gleize, Belgiun, 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this llth jay of dune 1946 


Mls. 
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yld and live in Il ize 
f December 

ed on the t of a hi or 3 outskirts of L 

until the following F y morning. during 
Monday and Fridey, I left the cellser several time 
house to see t} everything was all right. y house is 
30 or 40 meters from the cellar in which I took refuge. 
orders on Friday morning at 7:30, from the Germans to go on & 
to carry mattresses from various places in the town to the cellar 
which I was staying. Ther Germans took this cellar as 6 place 
their wounded. I finished this about 10:30 and was relieved from 
detail. 


The Germans told me I had to find a new place to stay, so 
went to a house close to the church and on my way I found my wife 
and two children behind a hedge. I took them and we went to this 
house. All this time we sre running becau s a great de 
of firing going on in La Gleize. The Germans 3 to the hous 
which I was staying and told us w had to move because it was not 
safe for us to remain in this wection of the town because of the 
heavy firing. I asked them to get me a new shelter. ‘they then asked 
me where I wanted to go. I told them that I would like to go to the 
church, where they then took me. We went into the chureh and sat 
down in one corner on a bench. at this time there were about 15 
wounded German soldiers in the church, and one wounded Anerican who 
the Germans were treating. Later in the dey, however, many more 
German soldiers were brought into the church. We stayed here until me 
warexitheraiedyxamxBaturday at 4:30, when we were moved because of the 
heavy sielling of the church. We went to a small shed belony to hr. 
Lembert, about 25 meters from the church. We stayed there until 3:30 
in the morning (Sunday), end then fled through the fields to a small 
woods in the velley below the villece. We left there at 7:30 in the 
morning. We tried to cross the fields, but the firing was too heavy 
and we returned to the woods. Then at 10:30 we heard someone call. 
T looked and saw two American soldiers. ‘They helped us and took us 
to the road, and told us to go fo the civilian station where there 
was aid. 


During the whole wt period of time that I have heretofor des- 
eribed I did not see sny bodies of dead American soldiers. 


Ofiaute 


Alfrea Kreutz 


Subseribed and sworn to me this llth day of June/T9),6: 


jalan. 
Lt. 1. Wahler 


I, Cpl George Converse, 42235314, being first duly orn, state; that I truly trans- 
lated the oethn administered by and Lt, WJ. Wahler to Alfred Kreutz, and that there 
upon he made and subscribed the foregoing statement in his own hendwritinge 


Cee (Gory, re 
Cpl George Converse. 


I, Cplceorge Converse 42255514, being first duly sworn, state that the foregoing is ea 
true and correct translation of the sworn testimony of Alfred Kreutz given et la 
Gleize on the llth day of June 1946, to the best 


47 





OPS = Qeie 25 om 1s 
| ) 


of December, 
tered the village of La Gleize on the date of December 1946, 
several other persons took refuge from the firing in a celler, such 
refuge proved unsafe and we took refuge in the celler of the church 
which was used by the Germans as a hospital, that while living in the 
refuge in the church we saw three wounded American soldiers trested 
in the German hospital therein; that one of said Gmerican soldiers, 
being badly wounded in both legs, died: that the body of said Amer- 
ican soldier was taken outside of the church, that while at the church 
and moving around the church end environs, when safe, I never saw the 
body of any other American soldier, nor hseve I any knowledge of the 
non-combat shooting of any American soldier, nor heve I heard of envy 
such non-combat shooting of any American soldier by the Germens during 


the month of December, 1944. 


FURTHER AFIANT SAYETH NOT. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of June, A.D. 1946. 


hes: ) 


Miles W. Rulien, De152257, P=5 


I, Cpl George Converse, ASN 42235314, being first duly sworn, State: 
That I trugly translated the oath administered by Miles W. Rulien to Maria 
Gregoire, and that thereupon she made and subscribed the foregoing statement 


in her own handwriting in my presence. 


és S 0. ( 2 ANS SI 


I, Cpl George Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn, state that the 
forgoing is a true and correct translation of the sworn Flat ope 4 of Maria 
egoire given at La Gleize ou the 15 day of June 1946 made to the best of 
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and when this proved to be too dangerous in not offering much: pro- 
tection, my family and I fled to the stone church. This church wis 
used by the Germans as a hoppital and wounded American soldiers were 
cared for there and I saw that this was so. [ know of no American 
soldier of this time who was shot other than in combat. 7 know of 

no American soldier who 3 shot at the wall of the cemetary and 

[ would have known about it, being 


church, and if that had been done, 


right there at the time. 


YURTHER AFIANT SaYiuTH No‘ 


SUBsun Loy ie sworn to before me this 15th day of JUN» A.D. 1946, 


be - & ee ee 
Miles We Rulien, D=152257, P=5, '< 


I, Cpl George Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn, state; That I 
truly translated the cath administered by Mlles W. Rulien to Armand Baltus, 


and that thereupon he made and subscribed the foregoing statement in his own 


Ge. Geos (ae Yy2z25s3/¥ 


I, George Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn, state that the fore~ 


handwriting in my presences 


going is a true and correct translation of the sworn skakamentxm testimony 


of Armand Baltus given at La Gleize on the 15th day of June 1946, to the 


G4, Senate Cricaneas Yrrssarye 


best of my ability, 





Fritz GEBAURR; being duly sworm upon his oath deposes and says; 


le Ich kenne den Angeklagten Fritz RAU, Nr. 46 und ich sage aus, 
dass dieser Angeklagte ag 19, Dezember 19) im der Neehe von 
Stoumont, Belgien’ verwundet wurde, Ich war dabei, «1s er ver- 
wundet worden ist, Ich war ungefaebr 50m wn ihm entfernt. Ich 
beobachtete, wie RAU weehrend eines Artillerieueberfalles von 
einem Granatsplitter gétroffen wurde und umfiel. Ich selbst 
fuhr mit meinem SPV in Deckung, wacndem der artiiierseucberral 1 
sulgehoert hatte, ging 1¢n wat meauen Asmereaen GROTH m der 
Stelle, wo RAU lag und wir trugen ihn 2u unserem SPW, Anschiiessend 
fuhren wir ihn zum Hayptverbmdsplatz ins Schloss zwischen La Gleize 
und Stoumont. Dort haben wir RAU eingeliefert. Seit dieser Zeit 
habe ich Rau nicht mehr bei der Kompanie gesehm, Ich hebe ihn 
das erste Mal in Dachafi wiedergesehen, 


Subscribed and swarn to before me 





ph Blokian, and 


is own handwriting in my 


I, Cpl George Converse, 4 boing first duly sworn, state that the fore, oing 


is a true and correct translation of the sworn testimony of Father Louis De- 


Sire Joseph Blokian given at La Gleize on the llth of dune, 1946, to the best of 


my ability. 


> 4 
Cee CS sang ral somes 
vpi George Converse, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June 1946, b 


y the above 


effiant, Cpl George Converse, 
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